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ENVIRONMENT OF JUVENILE AND
YOUNG PRISONERS
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Manifestdrile subculturii penitenciare presupun
multiple actiuni violente, dirijate de liderii neformali
ai detinutilor, prin care se impune respectarea requlilor
subculturii penitenciare: divizarea ierarhicd, impune-
rea anumitei conduite pentru fiecare castd, si, respec-
tiv, subordonarea fatda de liderii neformali, obligarea
de a contribui financiar la ,hazna comund”, aplicarea
de pedepse fizice pentru incalcarea regulilor subcultu-
rii penitenciare, violenta sexuald, revolte si violenta in
masa etc. Studiile realizate de mai multi autori pe par-
cursul ultimului deceniu aratd cd toti detinutii minori
au fost familiarizati cu regulile subculturii penitencia-
re de catre detinutii adulti, in timpul detentiei acestor
doud categorii in institutiile pentru maturi, dupd care
le-au instaurat in mediul detinutilor din CDMT Goian
(Centru de Detentie pentru Minori si Tineri). Sondajele
realizate recent cu detinutii si cu personalul penitenciar
din CDMT Goian indicd asupra prezentei in continuare
a manifestdrilor subculturii penitenciare.

Cuvinte-cheie: manifestdrile subculturii penitenci-
are, detinuti minori si tineri, liderii detinutilor, ierarhie,
regulile subculturii penitenciare, personal penitenciar.

The manifestations of the prison subculture involve
multiple violent actions, directed by the informal lead-
ers of the prisoners, which impose compliance with the
rules of the prison subculture: hierarchical division, im-
posing a certain behavior for each caste, and, respec-
tively, subordination to the informal leaders, the obli-
gation to contribute financially to the ,hazna comund”,
the application of physical punishment for violating the
rules of the prison subculture, sexual violence, riots and
mass violence etc. Studies conducted by several authors
over the last decade show that all juvenile prisoners
were familiarized with the rules of the prison subculture
by adult prisoners, during the detention of these two
categories in adult institutions, after which they estab-
lished them in the environment of the prisoners in the
Goian Detention Center for Minors and Youth. Recently
surveys conducted with prisoners and prison staff in the
Goian DCMY indicate the continued presence of mani-
festations of the prison subculture.

Keywords: manifestations of prison subculture, mi-
nor and young prisoners, prisoner leaders, hierarchy,
rules of prison subculture, prison staff.

INTRODUCERE

Pedeapsa cea mai aspra, cu inchisoa-
rea, o constituie nu ingradirea libertatii, ci
manifestarile subculturii penitenciare ce
au loc aici in permanenta. Subcultura peni-
tenciara este impusa in mod fortat de catre
liderii neformali ai detinutilor, fiind supra-
vegheata respectarea normelor acesteia.
Pentru cei neinitiati confruntarea cu mani-

INTRODUCTION

The harshest punishment of dep-
rivation of liberty is not the restriction of
freedom in penitentiary institutions, but
the manifestations of the penitentiary sub-
culture that take place there permanently.
The penitentiary subculture is forcibly im-
posed by the informal leaders of the pris-
oners, and compliance with its norms is su-
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festarile subculturii penitenciare reprezin-
ta un proces dificil, plin de suferinte fizice
si morale.

METODE SI MATERIALE APLICATE

La elaborarea acestei lucrari au fost
utilizate: metoda logica (bazata pe analiza
inductiva si deductiva a opiniilor doctrinare
referitoare la tema lucrarii), metoda empi-
rica (cercetare sociologica prin anchetarea
detinutilor si personalului CDMT Goian)
si metoda prospectiva (de estimare a ni-
velului de respectare a regulilor subcultu-
rii penitenciare de catre detinutii minori).
Materialele studiate includ lucrari ale auto-
rilor autohtoni (S. Carp, 2021; I. Dolea si V.
Zaharia, 2014; T. Margarint, 2020; D. Russu
si N. Hriplivii, 2022; O. Rusu, 2008; E. Sa-
harneanu si T. Margarint, 2017; Rapoartele
privind activitatea ANP in 2023 si 2024), dar
si de peste hotare (CPT Report, 2023; CoE
Project, 2018; V. Merkuriev si E. Bogacevs-
kaia, 2008; N. Iakovlev, 2006), acte norma-
tive internationale si date ale sondajelor si
interviurilor realizate de autor cu detinutii
si personalul CDMT Goian.

DISCUTII SI REZULTATE OBTINUTE

Manifestarile elementelor atributive
(argoul, poreclele, tatuajele, folclorul peni-
tenciar, mesajele criptografice etc.) si regla-
toare (ierarhia, regulile de conduita stabilite
pentru fiecare ,casta”, regula privind ,haz-
naua comuna” etc.) ale subculturii peniten-
ciare fortifica influenta acestui fenomen.

Rezultatele sondajului realizat de au-
torii A. Gasparyan, G. Slade s.a. in 2018, au
aratat ca modelul castelor in institutiile
penitenciare din R. Moldova, prezentat de
detinuti barbati adulti si personal, au fost
identice cu cel prezentat de detinuti minori:
infractorii profesionisti (blatnie si polojenti)
si supraveghetorii lor (smotryasscie) se bu-
cura de cel mai mare respect in ierarhie.
Casta indezirabililor (opuscennie), ,tapii”
(kozli), care colaboreaza cu administratia, si

pervised. For the uninitiated, confronting
the manifestations of this subculture is a
difficult process, full of physical and moral
suffering.

METHODS AND MATERIALS APPLIED

In the development of this work, the
following methods were used: the logical
method (based on the inductive and deduc-
tive analysis of doctrinal opinions regard-
ing the topic of the work), the empirical
method (sociological research by survey-
ing detainees and staff of the Goian DCMY)
and the prospective method (estimating
the level of compliance with the rules of
the penitentiary subculture by minor de-
tainees). The materials studied include the
works of local authors (Carp, 2021; Dolea
and Zaharia, 2014; Margarint, 2020; Russu
and Hriplivii, 2022; Rusu, 2008; Saharneanu
and Margarint, 2017; Reports on the activity
of the ANP in 2023 and 2024), but also from
abroad (CPT Report, 2023; CoE Project,
2018; Merkuriev and Bogacevskaia, 2008;
lacovlev, 2006), international normative
acts and data from surveys and interviews
conducted by the author with detainees
and staff of the Goian DCMY.

DISCUSSIONS AND RESULTS OBTAINED

The manifestations of the attributive
elements (slang, nicknames, tattoos, pris-
on folklore, cryptographic messages etc.)
and regulative elements (hierarchy, rules of
conduct established for each caste, the rule
regarding the ,hazna comuna” etc.) of the
prison subculture strengthen the influence
of this phenomenon.

The results of the survey conduct-
ed by the authors Gasparyan A., Slade G. et
al. in 2018, showed that the caste model in
penitentiary institutions in the Republic of
Moldova, presented by adult male prisoners
and staff, was identical to that presented by
juvenile prisoners: professional criminals
(blatnye and polozhentsy) and their super-
visors (smotryashchie) enjoy the greatest
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»schiorii” (lljniki), care resping activ intele-
gerile hotilor, sunt cu totii dispretuiti. Mai
raman ,barbatii” (mujiki), care nu creeaza
niciun fel de probleme si care sunt, in ge-
neral, respectati [2, p. 16-17].

Detinutilor care refuza supunerea
fata de ,regulile” interne stabilite de sub-
cultura criminala, li se atribuie de catre li-
derii neformali statutul de ,neputiovii” sau
»1jnik”. Din cauza acestor statute (precum
si alte categorii), detinutii sunt limitati in
activitatile comune, sunt expusi la diferite
forme de abuz si violenta din partea altor
detinuti [10, pag. 33].

Fiind rugati sa indice castele ierarhice
de impartire a detinutilor minori, 24 % din
personalul CDMT Goian a indicat urmatoa-
rele variante de ierarhii (de la cea superioa-
ra la cea inferioara):

1) ,blatnie”; ,poreadocinie”; ,neputio-
vie”, ,umiliti”; 2) ,poreadocinii”, ,neputiovii’,
»obijennii”; 3) ,pufosi”, ,mujiki” (neputio-
vie), ,umiliti”; 4) ,pufosi”, ,medii”, ,umiliti”;
5) ,poreadocinii”, ,neputiovii”, ,drac”, ,,obi-
jennii cinstit”, ,obijenii greaznii”, ,popo-
nar’; 6) ,om”, ,drac”, ,umilit” [14]. Odata
atribuit detinutului, statutul ramane valabil
sila libertate.

La intrebarea ,unde, de regula, are
loc repartizarea (ierarhica) a detinutilor
nou-veniti, pe caste?”, 72 % din personalul
penitenciar respondent a indicat izolato-
rul de urmarire penala, 20 % penitencia-
rul, 8 % ,nu cunosc”. La intrebarea daca
»S€ obisnuieste ca detinutii nou-veniti
sa se subordoneze liderilor neformali ai
detinutilor”, 52 % din respondenti au ras-
puns ,da”, 24 % ,nu”, 8 % ,nu exista lideri”, 8
% ,uneori”, 8 % ,nu cunosc”. De mentionat
ca, desi personalul CDMT Goian confirma
existenta ierarhiei neformale a detinutilor
minori, in cadrul interviurilor realizate
s-a mentionat ca, gratie eforturilor depu-
se intru reeducarea, resocializarea si neu-
tralizarea manifestarilor subculturii peni-
tenciare, printre detinutii actuali ai CDMT
Goian nu exista lideri ai incarceratilor. Mai

respect in the hierarchy. The caste of the
untouchables (opushennye), the ,caprele”
(kozli), who collaborate with the administra-
tion, and the ,schiorii” (lizhniki), who active-
ly reject thieves’ concepts, are all despised.
There remain the ,baietii” (muzhiki), who do
not create any problems and who are gen-
erally respected [2, p. 16-17].

Inmates who refuse to obey the inter-
nal ,rules” established by the criminal sub-
culture are assigned the status of ,neputio-
vii” or ,lijnik” by informal leaders. Because
of these statuses (as well as other catego-
ries), inmates are limited in common activ-
ities, are exposed to various forms of abuse
and violence from other inmates [10, p. 33].

When asked to indicate the hierar-
chical castes of the division of juvenile de-
tainees, 24% of the staff of the Goian DCMY
indicated the following variants of hier-
archies (from the highest to the lowest):
1) ,blatnie”; ,poreadocinie”; ,neputiovie”,
»2umiliti”; 2) ,poreadocinii”, ,neputiovii”,
»obijenii”; 3) ,pufosi”, ,mujiki” (neputiovie),
»2umiliti”; 4)  pufosi”, ,medii”, ,umiliti”; 5)
»poreadocinii”’, ,neputiovii”, ,drac”, ,obi-
jenii cinstit”, ,obijenii greaznii”, ,poponar”;
6) ,om”, ,drac”, ,umilit” [14]. Once assigned
to the detainee, the status remains valid
even after release.

When asked ,where, as a rule, does
the (hierarchical) distribution of newly ar-
rived prisoners take place, by caste?”,72% of
the responding prison staff indicated - the
pre-trial detention center, 20% - the pen-
itentiary, 8% - ,don’t know”. When asked
whether it is customary for newly ar-
rived prisoners to subordinate themselves
to the informal leaders of the prisoners”,
52% of the respondents answered ,yes”,
24% - ,no”, 8% - ,there are no leaders”,
8% - ,sometimes”, 8% - ,don’t know”. It is
worth mentioning that, although the staff
of the Goian DCMY confirms the existence
of an informal hierarchy of juvenile detain-
ees, during the interviews conducted, they
mentioned that, thanks to the efforts made
in re-education, re-socialization and neu-
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mult decat atat, personalul intervievat a
declarat ca la indicatia unor reprezentanti
ai administratiei, anumiti detinuti ii mo-
tiveaza si mobilizeaza pe altii sa participe
la activitati planificate. Cu toate acestea,
la intrebarea ,Prin actiunile sale, lide-
rii detinutilor va ajuta la dirijarea si con-
trolul asupra condamnatilor?”, 40% din
respondenti au raspuns ,nu”, 32% ,da”, 8 %
»uneori”, 8% ,nu exista lideri”, 12% ,nu stiu”
[14]. Putem concluziona ca actualii detinuti
minori si tineri au lideri neformali.
Clasificarea data incepe dupa o anu-
mita perioada de timp din momentul sosirii
condamnatilor in institutia penitenciara si
repartizarii lor in sectoare, brigazi, iar une-
orichiardin momentul sosiriilorininstitutie
(In lumea criminala exista cai proprii de co-
municare si obtinere a informatiei) [3, pag.
79]. De la primele experiente din arestul
preventiv si pana la intrarea in ,carantina”
la sosirea in penitenciar, circula informa-
tii despre statutul informal al detinutului.
Dupa cum s-a exprimat un detinut respon-
dent, ,exista comunicare peste tot. In ce-
lule sunt telefoane; fiecare are un telefon.
In carantina, seful poate sa vorbeasca cu
tine si sa te intrebe ,cine esti in viata”? Nu
poti sa ascunzi cine esti”. Intrebarea ,cine
esti in viata” este normativa si subculturalg;
intentia este de a descoperi atitudinea fata
de codul detinutilor si intentia de a-1 res-
pecta. Atitudinile fata de cod, tipul infrac-
tiunii, informatiile despre comportamentul
celor din afara penitenciarului si compor-
tamentul in penitenciar contribuie, toate,
la pozitionarea detinutului in ierarhie. Indi-
ferent de tipul modalitatii utilizate pentru a
transmite o informatie, cert este faptul ca
circulatia informatiilor in cadrul subculturii
penitenciare joaca un rol foarte important.
Marturia expusa mai jos ilustreaza acest
fapt: Un respondent, detinut minor din pe-
nitenciarul Goian nr. 10, care fusese trimis
temporar in penitenciarul Chisinau nr. 13
drept pedeapsa pentru ca participase la o
revolta, a explicat: ,Aceia dintre noi care

tralization of the manifestations of the pen-
itentiary subculture, there are no leaders of
the detainees among the current detainees
of the Goian DCMY. Moreover, the inter-
viewed staff stated that at their direction,
certain detainees motivate and mobilize
others to participate in planned activities.
However, to the question ,Through their
actions, do the leaders of the prisoners
help you direct and control the prisoners?”
- 40% of the respondents answered ,no”,
32% - ,yes”, 8% - ,sometimes”, 8% stated
that there are no leaders; 12% indicated ,I
don’t know” [14]. We can conclude that the
current juvenile and young prisoners have
informal leaders.

This classification begins after a cer-
tain period of time from the moment of the
arrival of the convicts in the penitentiary
institution and their distribution into sec-
tors, brigades, and sometimes even from
the moment of their arrival in the institu-
tion (in the criminal world there are their
own ways of communication and obtaining
information) [3, p. 79]. From the first expe-
riences in pre-trial detention to the entry
into ,quarantine” upon arrival in the pen-
itentiary, information circulates about the
informal status of the prisoner. As one in-
mate respondent put it, ,there is communi-
cation everywhere. There are phones in the
cells; everyone has a phone. In quarantine,
the boss can talk to you and ask you ,who
are you in life”? You can’t hide who you are.”
The question ,who are you in life” is nor-
mative and subcultural; the intention is to
discover the attitude towards the inmates’
code and the intention to respect it. Atti-
tudes towards the code, the type of crime,
information about the behaviour of those
outside the prison and behaviour in pris-
on all contribute to the prisoner’s position
in the hierarchy. Regardless of the type of
method used to transmit information, it is
certain that the circulation of information
within the prison subculture plays a very
important role. The testimony presented
below illustrates this fact. One respondent,
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respectam intelegerile, aratam interes unul
fata de celalalt, de fapt ne intereseaza ce se
intampla in inchisoare in general si in afa-
ra inchisorii. Cat am stat la Chisinau nr. 13,
am adunat informatii pentru cei din Goian,
despre cei care au venit, cine sunt si ce se
intampla in alte penitenciare... Putem sa in-
telegem cine ar trebui sa fie indezirabil sau
cine este deja indezirabil... Vreau sa spun ca
intrebi si el trebuie sa raspunda, dar sa ras-
punda cinstit. Adica pot sa vorbesc la tele-
fon (taksofon) ca sa intreb cine e, sa aflu de
la alti detinuti ce i s-a intamplat in viata si
ce infractiune a comis” [2, p. 33-34].

Autorii E. Saharneanu si T. Margarint
prezinta fragmente din interviurile reali-
zate cu minorii detinuti/eliberati, in care
acestia relateaza despre subcultura peni-
tenciara: ,Era foarte greu, nu stiam nimic,
este alt fel de lege, si altfel de viata in gene-
ral si e foarte greu dacd nu stii nimic, mai
ales cd eu aveam o minte copildreascd si nu
stiam viata de aici, pand am invatat, a tre-
cut foarte greu, batdi multe. Mi-au adus la
cunostintd ca sda stiu si eu ce e puscdrie (mi-
nor din penitenciarul Goian). Am fost ba-
tut de ai nostri. Eram 10 persoane in ,hata”
si mie nu imi era interesantd viata lor de
puscdrie. Mie imi era interesant asa cum
sunt eu la libertate, lor asta nu le pldcea, au
fost conflicte, ne-am batut. Au fost conflicte,
ajungeau chiar si la judecata (tanar elibe-
rat)” [12, p. 18].

Asadar, violenta e mijlocul prin care
se obtine respectarea regulilor subcul-
turii penitenciare si supunerea fata de li-
derii detinutilor. Autorii 1. Dolea si V. Za-
haria mentioneaza ca ,de fapt, in opinia
administratiei, cauza majora a abuzului si
violentei intre detinuti este subcultura cri-
minala si aspectele conexe acesteia (im-
punerea statutului, regulilor de subcultura
criminala, umilirea si trecerea la un alt nivel
ca si ierarhie, executarea indicatiei unui alt
detinut etc.) [4, p. 15]". Cu ajutorul subcul-
turii criminale, gruparile conducatoare in
locurile de detentie tind de a lua si mentine

a minor prisoner from Goian Penitentia-
ry No. 10, who had been temporarily sent
to Chisinau Penitentiary No. 13 as punish-
ment for participating in a riot, explained:
,those of us who respect the concepts,
show interest in each other, in fact we are
interested in what is happening in prison in
general and outside the prison. While I was
in Chisinau No. 13, I gathered information
for those in Goian, about those who came,
who they are and what is happening in oth-
er penitentiaries... we can understand who
should be untouchable or who is already
untouchable... I mean you ask and he must
answer and answer honestly. I mean I can
talk on the phone (taksafon) to ask who he
is, to find out from other prisoners what
happened to him in life and what crime he
committed” [2, p. 33-34].

The authors Saharneanu E. and
Margarint T. present excerpts from inter-
views conducted with detained/released
minors, in which they report on the peni-
tentiary subculture: ,It was very difficult, I
didn’t know anything, it’s a different kind of
law, and a different kind of life in general,
and it’s very difficult if you don’t know any-
thing, especially since I had a childish mind
and didn’t know life here, until I learned, it
was very difficult, a lot of beatings. They in-
troduced me to it so that I too would know
what prison was like. (minor, Goian peni-
tentiary) I was beaten by our people. There
were 10 of us in the ,hatd” and I wasn't in-
terested in their prison life. I was interested
in how I am at liberty, they didn't like that,
there were conflicts, we fought. There were
conflicts, they even ended up going to court.
(released young man)» [12, p. 18].

Therefore, violence is the means by
which compliance with the rules of the
penitentiary subculture and submission
to the leaders of the prisoners is achieved.
The authors Dolea 1. and Zaharia V. men-
tion that: ,in fact, in the opinion of the ad-
ministration, the major cause of abuse and
violence among prisoners is the criminal
subculture and its related aspects (imposi-
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puterea neformala asupra celorlalti con-
damnati, pe calea aplicarii violentei. Aceste
formatiuni includ, de regula, nu mai mult
de zece indivizi uniti in scopul comiterii in-
fractiunilor (in principal, jafuri, estorcare,
acte violente cu caracter sexual in privinta
altor detinuti) [15, p. 59-60].

Conform datelor sondajului [13],
29,6% din detinutii minori si tineri
respondenti sunt de acord ca in peniten-
ciar sunt mereu acte de santaj si violenta la
indicatia liderilor incarceratilor, iar 70,4%
nu sunt de acord. In acelasi timp, 59,3 %
din respondenti se simt in siguranta fata de
acte de violenta si amenintari din partea al-
tor detinuti in penitenciar, iar 40,7% nu se
simt in siguranta. Despre supunerea novi-
cilor fata de liderii detinutilor ne vorbesc si
alte raspunsuri oferite de detinutii minori,
si anume 37% din respondenti au indicat ca
arestatii nou veniti sunt obligati sa se sub-
ordoneze liderilor, 55,5% din respondenti
au negat acest lucru, iar 7,5% au indicat ca
nu cunosc despre acest fapt.

Referitor la detinutii CDMT Goian,
in anul 2023 datele oficiale [7, p. 10-11] ale
Administratiei Nationale a Penitenciarelor
(ANP) indica: 5 cazuri de aplicare a fortei
fizice si 4 cazuri de aplicare a mijloacelor
speciale asupra condamnatilor; 37 de au-
tomutilari, 69 de leziuni corporale in pe-
nitenciar, 12 leziuni corporale la detinuti
escortati, 7 altercatii intre detinuti, precum
si asigurarea securitatii personale con-
form prevederilor art. 206 din CE pentru 2
detinuti. Iar in anul 2024 datele oficiale [8,
pag. 11] indica: 7 cazuri de aplicare a fortei
fizice si 4 cazuri de aplicare a mijloacelor
speciale asupra detinutilor; 57 de automu-
tilari, 35 de leziuni corporale in penitenci-
ar, 17 leziuni corporale la detinuti escortati;
8 altercatii intre detinuti, asigurarea
securitatii personale conform art. 206 CE
pentru un incarcerat.

Fiind intrebat daca ,liderii detinutilor
11 obligd pe alti detinuti sd se supund regu-
lilor subculturii penitenciare?”, 40 % dintre

tion of status, rules of the criminal subcul-
ture, humiliation and transition to another
level as a hierarchy, execution of the indi-
cation of another prisoner, etc.) [4, p. 15]".
With the help of the criminal subculture,
the leading groups in places of detention
tend to take and maintain informal power
over other convicts, through the applica-
tion of violence. These formations usually
include no more than ten individuals unit-
ed for the purpose of committing crimes
(mainly robberies, extortion, violent acts of
a sexual nature against other prisoners) [15,
p. 59-60].

According to the survey data [13],
29.6% of juvenile and young respondents
agree that in prison there are always acts
of blackmail and violence at the direction of
the leaders of the prisoners, and 70.4% - do
not agree. At the same time, 59.3% of re-
spondents feel safe from acts of violence and
threats from other prisoners in the prison,
and 40.7% - do not feel safe in connection
with this fact. Other answers provided by
juvenile prisoners also speak about the sub-
mission of novices to the leaders of the pris-
oners, namely, 37% of respondents indicat-
ed that newly arrived prisoners are forced
to subordinate themselves to the leaders of
the prisoners, 55.5% of respondents denied
this, and 7.5% of respondents indicated that
they do not know about this fact.

Regarding the detainees of the Goian
DCMY in 2023, the official data [7, p. 10-11]
of the National Prison Administration indi-
cate: 5 cases of application of physical force
and 4 cases of application of special means
on detainees; - 37 self-mutilations, 69 bod-
ily injuries in the penitentiary, 12 bodily in-
juries to escorted detainees, 7 altercations
between detainees, as well as ensuring
personal security according to the pro-
visions of art. 206 of the Execution Code
(hereafter EC) for 2 detainees. And in 2024,
the official data [8, p. 11] indicate: 7 cases of
application of physical force and 4 cases of
application of special means on detainees;
57 self-mutilations, 35 bodily injuries in the

158



<$tiin1;e Juridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 22/ 2025, ISSN 1857-0976, E-ISSN 2953—6898)

personalul penitenciar respondent a ras-
puns ,da”, 20 % ,nu”, ,20 % ,nu cunosc’,
12 % ,rareori’, 4 % ,posibil”, 4 % ,nu exista
lideri”. La intrebarea ,In ce mod ar putea
fi asigurata protectia detinutilor minori
de regulile subculturii penitenciare?”, 44
% dintre respondenti au bifat la raspunsul
sperfectionarea procedurii de reclamare a
cazurilor de violenta fizica si sexuala”, 44
% au bifat la raspunsul ,sporirea gradului
protectiei fizice a detinutilor”, 4 % au ras-
puns ,detinerea separata, astfel ca mino-
rii rau-intentionati sa ramana in regim de
celuld”, alte 4 % - ,sa nu interactioneze cu
detinutii maturi”, inca 4 % ,nu cunosc”. lar
fiind intrebat daca ,existenta unor reguli
stricte impiedica personalul penitenciar
sa raspunda necesitatilor individuale ale
detinutilor”, 76 % dintre membrii persona-
lului participant la sondaj a raspuns ,nu”,
16 % ,nu cunosc’, 4 % ,da”, alte 4 % - ,nu
cred” [14].

In ceea ce priveste actele de violenta
sexuala, acestea au loc nu atat pentru
satisfactia poftei sexuale, cat in scopul ri-
dicarii autoritatii, consolidarii statutului
ierarhic al violatorului, precum si deperso-
nalizarii detinutilor incomozi prin cobora-
rea statutului acestora. Homosexualismul
este foarte raspandit in regimul de deten-
tie In special printre minori, unde acesta
se caracterizeaza prin caracter violent in
pofida perioadei de tranzitie prin care trec
adolescentii si a fonului hormonal. Este
raspandit pe larg violul in grup pe timp de
noapte. Dupa ce minorul a fost discreditat
in asa fel, ceilalti detinuti din celula cer ad-
ministratiei penitenciarului sa fie scos ime-
diat cel ,,obijduit”.

89% din detinutii minori respondenti
au infirmat ca in penitenciar au loc destul
de des acte de homosexualism fortat, iar
11% au indicat ca nu cunosc despre aceasta
[13]. Pornind de la faptul ca coborarea sta-
tutului ierarhic prin aplicarea violentei se-
xuale e raspandita mai cu seama in randul
minorilor, privim sceptic aceste din urma

penitentiary, 17 bodily injuries to escorted
detainees; 8 altercations between detain-
ees, ensuring personal security according
to art. 206 of the EC for one detainee.

When asked whether ,inmate lead-
ers force other inmates to obey the rules of
the prison subculture”, 40% of the prison
staff respondents answered ,yes”, 20% -
,n0", 20% - ,don’t know”, 12% - ,rarely”,
4% - ,possible”, 4% - ,there are no lead-
ers”. When asked ,How could the protec-
tion of minor inmates from the rules of the
prison subculture be ensured?”, 44% of the
respondents ticked the answer ,improv-
ing the procedure for reporting cases of
physical and sexual violence”, 44% ticked
the answer ,increasing the degree of phys-
ical protection of inmates”, 4% answered -
,Separate detention, so that malicious mi-
nors remain in a cell”, another 4% - ,not
to interact with mature inmates”, another
4% - ,don’t know”. And when asked wheth-
er ,the existence of strict rules for prisoners
prevents prison staff from responding to the
individual needs of prisoners”, 76% of the
staff members participating in the survey
answered - ,no”, 16% - ,don’t know”, 4% -
»yes”, another 4% - ,don’t think so” [14].

As for acts of sexual violence, they
occur not so much for the satisfaction of
sexual desire, but for the purpose of rais-
ing authority, raising or consolidating the
hierarchical status of the rapist, as well as
depersonalizing uncomfortable detainees
by lowering their status.

Homosexuality is very widespread
in the detention regime, especially among
minors, where it is characterized by a vio-
lent character despite the transitional pe-
riod that adolescents go through and the
hormonal background. Gang rape at night
is widespread. After the minor has been
discredited in this way, the other prison-
ers in the cell ask the prison administration
to immediately remove the ,obijduit” (the
victim).

89% of the juvenile inmate respond-
ents denied that forced homosexuality oc-
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raspunsuri. Nu doar din cauza interdictiei
de a vorbi despre regulile subculturii peni-
tenciare, ci si deoarece realizarea anonima
suta la suta a sondajului nu a fost posibila,
caci majoritatea respondentilor au com-
pletat chestionarul in prezenta si cu spriji-
nul asistentilor sociali, fara de care nu s-ar
fi descurcat din cauza analfabetismului.

In final, tulburarile si violenta in masa,
inclusiv autovatamarea, pot fi utilizate ca
semnal al ralierii la conducerea detinutilor,
pentru a castiga favoruri sau a avansa inier-
arhie. Cele mai puternice dovezi ale acestei
situatii provin din unitatea pentru minori
din penitenciarul Goian nr. 10. Aceasta uni-
tate s-a confruntat cu trei revolte in peri-
oada 2015-2017. In fiecare caz, subcultura
criminala a fost un factor agravant, daca
nu cauza directa. Primele doua revolte, din
septembrie 2015 si iunie 2016, au fost ca-
uzate aparent de aplicarea unei interdictii
privind tigarile. Potrivit unui membru al
personalului prezent in aceasta perioada,
asteptarile privind conditiile si privilegiile,
precum si normele subculturale ,veneau de
peste drum”, de la penitenciarul Chisinau
nr. 13, unde erau retinuti minorii inainte
de proces. Detinutii respondenti care au
participat la revolta au afirmat explicit ca
actiunile lor din penitenciarul Goian nr. 10
vor fi bine vazute de subcultura criminala
atunci cand vor fi transferati in unitatile
pentru adulti. Prin urmare, actiunile din
penitenciarul Goian nr. 10 au o functie de
comunicare [2, p. 38-39].

Violenta si intimidarea dintre detinuti
a fost identificata de catre CPT (Comitetul
european de Prevenire a Torturii) ca fiind o
grava problema, inca la prima sa vizita in R.
Moldova, in 1998. In 2020, CPT a constatat
ca problema data a ramas la fel de grava,
printre solicitarile inaintate autoritatilor
fiind: instituirea unui sistem adecvat de
evaluare a riscurilor si nevoilor; clasifica-
rea si repartizarea individuala a detinutilor
pentru a se asigura ca nu sunt expusi
violentelor din partea altor detinuti; caza-

curs quite often in prison, and 11% indicated
that they did not know about it [13]. Giv-
en that the lowering of hierarchical status
through the use of sexual violence is espe-
cially widespread among minors, we view
these latter responses with skepticism. Not
only because of the prohibition on talking
about the rules of the prison subculture,
but also because the survey was not com-
pletely anonymous, as most respondents
completed the questionnaire in the pres-
ence and with the support of social work-
ers, without whom they would not have
been able to do so due to their illiteracy.
Finally, mass riots and violence, in-
cluding self-harm, can be used as a rallying
signal to the leadership of prisoners, to win
favor or to advance in the hierarchy. The
strongest evidence of this situation comes
from the juvenile unit of Goian Penitentia-
ry No. 10. This unit experienced three riots
between 2015 and 2017. In each case, the
criminal subculture was an aggravating fac-
tor, if not the direct cause. The first two ri-
ots, in September 2015 and June 2016, were
apparently caused by the enforcement of a
cigarette ban. According to a staff member
present at the time, expectations regarding
conditions and privileges, as well as subcul-
tural norms, ,came from across the street”
from Chisinau Penitentiary No. 13, where
pre-trial juveniles were held. The inmate
respondents who participated in the riot
explicitly stated that their actions in Goian
Penitentiary No. 10 would be well-received
by the criminal subculture when they will
be transferred to adult units. Therefore, the
actions in Goian Penitentiary No. 10 have a
communication function [2, p. 38-39].
Violence and intimidation among
prisoners was identified as a serious prob-
lem by the CPT during its first visit to the
Republic of Moldova in 1998. In 2020, the
CPT found that this problem remained as
serious (among the requests submitted to
the authorities were: establishing an ade-
quate system of risk and needs assessment,
individual classification and distribution of
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rea detinutilor sa fie efectuata in spatii de
locuit mici de tip celula si nu ,baraca”; asi-
gurarea supravegherii continue, inclusiv pe
timp de noapte, in institutiile de detentie;
contracararea fenomenului ierarhiei neofi-
ciale din penitenciare prin masuri concrete
precum incetarea practicii de folosire a li-
derilor neformali printre detinuti pentru a
mentine ordinea si controlul asupra masei
generale in aceste institutii; privarea lideri-
lor neformali din penitenciare de posibili-
tatea de a avea acces la detinutii nou-veniti
sau fara recidiva si a efectua ,desemnari
de casta”; informarea repetata a perso-
nalului penitenciar referitor la faptul ca
orice membru al acestuia, care faciliteaza
contactele cu subcultura urmeaza a fi su-
pus sanctiunilor corespunzatoare s.a. lar in
2022, CPT a stabilit ca recomandarile sale
privind combaterea violentei si a ierarhiei
neformale in randul detinutilor raman ne-
implementate si a facut apel, in mod repe-
tat, la autoritatile moldovenesti sa ia masuri
hotarate, fara intarziere, pentru a preveni
violenta si intimidarea intre detinuti in in-
treg sistemul penitenciar [9, p. 5, 6].
Constatarile vizitei din 2022 indica in
mod clar ca o serie de cazuri de violenta in-
tre detinuti raman nedetectate, deoarece
victimele sunt intimidate sistematic de ca-
tre faptuitori, sub amenintarea ulterioarei
violente, sa nu se planga personalului si sa
nu solicite examinare medicala. Multe per-
soane detinute in inchisoare, care au fost
intervievate in timpul vizitei, au descris
delegatiei atmosfera generala de intimida-
re si violenta folosita de liderii informali din
inchisori si cercurile apropiate lor ca sa-si
impuna regulile neformale altor persoane
detinute, inclusiv obligatia de a contribui
in mod regulat la un fond colectiv ilegal
(,obsceak”), administrat de conducatorii
neformali din inchisori, existand si alte for-
me de extorcare, aplicate prin amenintari
sau violenta fizica reala. Totodata, CPT re-
marca incapacitatea personalului de a in-
terveni in aceste incidente [9, p. 12-13].
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prisoners to ensure that prisoners are not
exposed to violence from other prisoners;
accommodation of prisoners in small cell-
type living spaces and not ,barracks”; en-
suring continuous supervision, including at
night, in detention institutions; countering
the phenomenon of unofficial hierarchy in
prisons through concrete measures such
as: ending the practice of using informal
leaders among prisoners to maintain or-
der and control over the general mass
in these institutions; depriving informal
prison leaders of the opportunity to have
access to newly arrived or non-recidivist
prisoners and to carry out ,caste desig-
nations”; repeatedly informing prison staff
that any member of the staff who facilitates
contacts with the subculture will be sub-
ject to appropriate sanctions etc.). And in
2022, the CPT established that its recom-
mendations on combating violence and in-
formal hierarchy among prisoners remain
unimplemented and repeatedly called on
the Moldovan authorities to take decisive
measures, without delay, to prevent vio-
lence and intimidation among prisoners
throughout the prison system [9, p. 5, 6].
The findings of the 2022 visit clear-
ly indicate that a number of cases of in-
ter-prisoner violence remain undetected
because the victims are systematically in-
timidated by the perpetrators, under threat
of further violence, not to complain to staff
and not to request a medical examination.
... a large number of prisoners interviewed
during the visit described to the delegation
the general atmosphere of intimidation and
violence used by informal prison leaders
and their close circles to impose their in-
formal rules on other prisoners, including
the obligation to regularly contribute to an
illegal collective fund (,obshchak”) man-
aged by informal prison leaders and other
forms of extortion, applied through threats
or actual physical violence. At the same
time, the CPT notes the inability of staff to
intervene in these incidents [9, p. 12-13].
As highlighted in previous visit re-
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Dupa cum s-a subliniat in rapoar-
tele de vizita anterioare, CPT conside-
ra ca esecul continuu al autoritatilor
moldovenesti de a asigura un mediu sigur si
securizat pentru persoanele detinute in in-
chisoare este direct legat de o serie de fac-
tori, mai ales de lipsa cronica de personal de
detentie, dependenta de liderii detinutilor
informali pentru a pastra controlul asupra
detinutilor si existenta caminelor de mare
capacitate [9, p. 18]. O alta manifestare a
subculturii penitenciare este determina-
rea detinutilor atribuiti la castele inferioare
de a contribui financiar, benevol si fortat,
la ,haznaua comuna”, regula ce parazitea-
za pe ideea colectivitatii, beneficiarii reali
fiind liderii detinutilor. Mecanismele de ex-
torcare folosite in acest sens sunt: oferirea
unor servicii sau a protectiei, determinarea
de a participa la jocuri de noroc, soldate cu
pierderi inevitabile etc.

Autorul T. Margarint ofera detalii
privind regula ,haznalei comune™ ,Exis-
ta o anumita tensiune intre doua princi-
pii, voluntar si obligatoriu de a contribui
la acest fond comun. A oferi in ,obsceak”
este pe de o parte benevol, pe de alta par-
te impus de catre autoritatile din peniten-
ciar pentru a avea un trai linistit, pentru a
nu fi perchezitionat de angajati”. Deci, li-
derii detinutilor decid care detinuti sa fie
perchezitionati de catre personalul peni-
tenciar. ,Ca sa potifilasat sa dormiinliniste,
sa ai un telefon mobil, pe care il cumperi tot
din banii tai, trebuie sa dai lunar o anumita
suma de bani. Ei nu te impun prin violenta,
dar ei spun asa: ,Daca vrei telefon, trebuie
sa joci in carti sau alte jocuri de noroc”, nu
iti iau banii acestia asa. Trebuie sa platesti.
...Cand eu am fost acolo, totul era deschis,
angajatii nu puneau pe tine mana. Era totul
normal. Iar daca este liniste si totul e bine,
inseamna ca trebuie sa platesti mai mult.
Oricum o anumita suma de bani se duce
angajatilor. Asta e cu siguranta, deoarece
nu este posibil ca ei sa te lase in pace pur
si simplu si sa nu faca perchezitie... Re-

ports, the CPT considers that the Moldo-
van authorities’ continued failure to ensure
a safe and secure environment for persons
detained in prison is directly linked to a
number of factors, in particular the chronic
shortage of detention staff, the reliance on
informal prison leaders to maintain control
over the prison population and the exist-
ence of large-capacity dormitories [9, p. 18].

Another manifestation of the prison
subculture is the determination of prison-
ers assigned to lower castes to contribute
financially, voluntarily and forcibly, to the
»hazna comuna”, a rule that parasitizes on
the idea of collectivity, the real beneficiar-
ies being the leaders of the prisoners. The
extortion mechanisms used in this regard
are: offering services, offering protection,
determination to participate in gambling,
resulting in inevitable losses, etc.

Author Margarint T. provides de-
tails on the ,hazna comuna” rule: ,There is
a certain tension between two principles,
voluntary and mandatory to contribute to
this common fund. Giving in , 0bseac” is on
the one hand voluntary, on the other hand
imposed by the prison authorities in order
to have a peaceful life, in order not to be
searched by employees”. So, the leaders of
the prisoners decide which prisoners are to
be searched by prison staff. ,In order to be
allowed to sleep in peace, to have a mobile
phone, which you also buy with your own
money, you have to give a certain amount of
money monthly. They don’t impose it on you
through violence, but they say: ,If you want
a phone, you have to play cards or other
games of chance”, they don’t take this money
from you like that. You have to pay. ... When
I was there, it was everything, everything
was open, the employees didn't touch you.
Everything was normal. And if it's quiet and
everything is fine, it means you have to pay
more. Anyway, a certain amount of money
also goes to the employees. That's for sure,
because it's not possible for them to simply
leave you alone and not search you, simply
because they don’t want that. Accordingly, a
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spectiv si o suma mai mare trebuie sa fie
directionata. Lor (autoritatilor din peni-
tenciar) le este indiferent de la cine tu ai sa
ceri banii acestia - de la mama, de la tata.
Daca nu ai bani, atunci te vor bate. Multe ce
poate fi. ...Pentru trai linistit in inchisoare
se plateste autoritatilor penitenciare, care
mai apoi au intelegeri cu angajatii privind
anumite inlesniri, privind posibilitatea evi-
tarii respectarii unor norme formale din
puscarie. Suma este diferita de la peniten-
ciar la penitenciar [6, p. 121].

In acest sens, 22% dintre detinutii
minori respondenti [13] au afirmat ca sunt
obligati in penitenciar sa participe la ,haz-
naua comuna” sub sanctiunea pedepsei,
74% din ei au negat acest lucru, iar 4% s-au
abtinut de la raspuns. De asemenea, 85%
din respondenti au negat obligatia fiecarui
detinut de a preda in ,haznaua comuna”
tot ce obtine (7,5% din respondenti s-au
pronuntat afirmativ, iar 7,5% s-au abtinut
de la raspuns), 70,3% din respondenti nu au
fost de acord cu afirmatia ca doar detinutii
din casta superioara obtin beneficii mari
din contul ,haznalei comune” (26% din
respondenti au fost de acord, iar 3,7% au
indicat ca nu cunosc). Aceste rezultate ale
sondajului arata ca detinutii minori nu nu-
mai cunosc normele subculturii penitenci-
are privind ,haznaua comuna”, dar si faptul
ca unii dintre ei sunt impusi sa contribuie
la ,,obsceak”.

Grav e faptul ca personalul penitenci-
ar nu e in masura de a impiedica divizarea
ierarhica, si, respectiv, estorcarea de bani.
Potrivit detinutilor, neimplicarea persona-
lului penitenciar in extorcare se datoreaza
faptului ca administratia e platita din ,fon-
duri” extorcate pentru a preveni orice in-
terventie in activitatile ilicite ale liderilor
detinutilor. Pe de alta parte, expertii con-
sidera ca esecul in ceea ce priveste asigu-
rarea securitatii detinutilor se datoreaza
numarului insuficient de personal peniten-
ciar, ce conditioneaza dependenta ultimu-
lui de liderii detinutilor. In acest context,

larger amount must be directed. They (the
prison authorities) don’t care who you ask
for this money from - from your mother,
from your father. If you don’t have money,
then they will beat you. A lot can happen ...
For living peacefully in prisons, the prison
authorities are paid, who then have agree-
ments with the employees regarding certain
facilities, regarding the possibility of avoid-
ing compliance with formal prison regu-
lations. The amount varies from prison to
prison [6, p. 121].

In this regard, 22% of the juvenile
inmate respondents [13] stated that they
are obliged to participate in the ,hazna
comund” in prison under penalty of pun-
ishment, 74% of them denied this, and 4%
abstained from answering. Also, 85% of
the respondents denied the obligation of
each inmate to hand over everything they
obtain to the ,hazna comuna” (7.5% of the
respondents said yes, and 7.5% abstained
from answering), 70.3% of the respondents
did not agree with the statement that only
prisoners from the upper caste obtain large
benefits from the ,hazna comuna” (26% of
the respondents agreed, and 3.7% indicat-
ed that they did not know about this). These
survey results show that juvenile detain-
ees not only know the prison subculture’s
norms regarding the ,hazna comuna”, but
also that some of them are forced to con-
tribute to the ,hazna comuna”.

The serious fact is that the prison
staff is not able to prevent the hierarchi-
cal division, and, respectively, the extortion
of money. According to the prisoners, the
non-involvement of the prison staff in the
extortion is due to the fact that the pris-
on administration is paid with the extorted
funds to prevent any intervention in the il-
licit activities of the prisoners’ leaders. On
the other hand, experts believe that the
failure to ensure the security of the pris-
oners is due to the insufficient number of
prison staff, which conditions the depend-
ence of the latter on the prisoners’ leaders.

In this context, the proposal of the
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prezinta interes propunerea autorului rus
N. Iakovlev referitoare la ,crearea unor
fonduri de ajutor reciproc pentru condam-
nati ca opozitie fata de ,fondul comun” al
hotilor in institutiile penitenciare, ceea ce
ar permite scaderea influentei negative a
autoritatilor lumii interlope asupra repre-
zentantilor subculturii penitenciare” [16].

Detinutii minori tind sa sanctioneze
mai dur pentru nerespectarea traditiilor pe-
nitenciare, regulilor de conduita, desi majo-
ritatea din ei le incalca. In cadrul sondajului
realizat de autor, 40,5% din detinutii minori
au confirmat, iar 59,5% au negat ca pentru
incalcarea regulilor si traditiilor detinutilor,
vinovatii sunt mereu pedepsiti. De remarcat
ca, in calitate de pedeapsa pentru incalca-
rea regulilor si traditiilor de catre detinuti,
respondentii au indicat indici relativ mici in
privinta actelor de violenta fizica (22% au
raspuns ,da”, 74% s-au pronuntat ca ,nu’,
iar 4% ,nu stiu”), precum si coborarii in cas-
ta inferioara (15% au raspuns ,da”, 70% ,,nu”
si 15% ,nu stiu”) [13].

In cadrul sondajului [14] realizat cu
personalul penitenciar al CDMT Goian, fi-
ind pusa intrebarea daca ,detinutii care
resping regulile subculturii penitenciare se
confruntd cu dificultdti de respectare a re-
gimului de detentie?”, 36 % au raspuns ,nu’,
28 % ,nu cunosc”, 24 ,da”, 8 % ,cateoda-
ta, partial”, 4 % ,,posibil”; la intrebarea daca
»personalul penitenciarului este capabil sd
ofere protectie totala detinutilor-victime
ale actelor de violenta fizicd, sexuald, psihi-
ca?”, 76 % au raspuns ,da” (fiind indicat si
un comentariu: ,sunt cazati aparte si este
asigurata o supraveghere sporita”), 16 %
»nu cunosc”, 4 % partial, 4 % ,nu’”; la intre-
barea ,considerati ca normele subculturii
penitenciare ajuta detinutii sa reziste in
detentie?”, 40 % au raspuns ,da”, alte 40 %
,hu”, 8 % .nu cunosc”, 4 % ,cateodata”, alte
4 % ,sunt anumite reguli de convietuire”;
la intrebarea ,pentru detinuti este mai im-
portant sd respecte requlile subculturii pe-
nitenciare decat normele actelor normative

Russian author N. lacovlev regarding ,the
creation of mutual aid funds for convicts
as an opposition to the ,common fund” of
thieves in penitentiary institutions, which
would allow reducing the level of negative
influence of the underworld authorities on
representatives of the penitentiary subcul-
ture” [16] is of interest.

Juvenile prisoners tend to be pun-
ished more harshly for not respecting
prison traditions and rules of conduct, al-
though most of them violate them.

In the survey conducted by the author,
40.5% of juvenile prisoners confirmed, and
59.5% denied, that for violating the rules
and traditions of the prisoners, the guilty
are always punished. It is noteworthy that,
as a punishment for violating the rules and
traditions by the prisoners, the respond-
ents indicated relatively low rates of acts
of physical violence (22% answered ,yes”,
74% answered ,no”, and 4% answered ,don’t
know”), as well as descent to a lower caste
(15% answered ,yes”, 70% answered ,no”,
and 15% answered ,don’t know”) [13].

In the survey [14] conducted with
the prison staff of the Goian DCMY, when
asked whether ,prisoners who reject the
rules of the prison subculture face difficul-
ties in respecting the detention regime”,
36% answered ,no”, 28% - ,don’t know”,
24 - ,yes”, 8% - ,sometimes, partially”, 4%
- ,possible”; to the question whether ,the
prison staff is able to provide total protection
to prisoners-victims of acts of physical, sex-
ual, psychological violence”, 76% answered
»yes” (with a comment also indicated: ,they
are housed separately and increased su-
pervision is ensured”), 16% - ,don’t know”,
4% - partially, 4% - ,no”; to the question
»do you consider that the rules of the prison
subculture help prisoners to endure deten-
tion”, 40% answered ,yes”, another 40% -
,no”", 8% - ,don’'t know”, 4% - ,sometimes”,
another 4% - ,there are certain rules of co-
existence”, to the question ,for prisoners it
is more important to respect the rules of the
penitentiary subculture than the norms of
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si regimul de detentie?”, 36 % au raspuns
»da” (adaugand ca ,pentru siguranta lor”,
»pentru o parte dintre ei”), 36 % ,nu”, 8 %
,ambele au importanta”, 4 % ,in functie
de situatii/persoana”, 16 % ,nu stiu”. Fi-
ind intrebati ,cum administratia si perso-
nalul penitenciar sanctioneaza detinutii
care aplica pedepse pentru nerespectarea
regulilor subculturii penitenciare?”, 60 %
,sanctionare conform CE”, 28 % ,nu stiu”,
4 % ,in functie de caz”, 4 % ,detinutii nu
au frica de pedepse, deoarece acestea sunt
blande”, 4 % in niciun fel.

O alta manifestare a subculturii peni-
tenciare o constituie tatuarea. Astfel, 63%
din detinutii minori respondenti au indicat
ca poseda tatuaje, iar 37% ca nu le au. De
asemenea, la afirmatia precum ca in inchi-
sori se aplica tatuaje in mod fortat, 3,7% din
detinuti minori au raspuns afirmativ, 88,9%
au negat si 7,4% au spus ca nu cunosc des-
pre acest fapt [13].

Desi legislatia executional-penala
interzice condamnatilor de a se tatua si a
tatua alte persoane (art. 242* alin. (28) din
CE), nici CE, nici SEPC nu contine vreo cla-
uza privind modul in care este verificata
prezenta tatuajelor. In acest context, ve-
nim cu propunerea de modificare a pct. 25
din SEPC, prin adaugarea dupa abrevierea
»etc.” a urmatoarelor cuvinte: ,precum si a
existentei tatuajelor (cu imaginea si descri-
erea detaliata, inclusiv a semnificatiei aces-
tora, dupa posibilitate)”.

Oricine ramane la Goian nr. 10 peste
varsta de 18 ani (codul de executare permi-
te minorilor cu o purtare buna sa ramana
pana la 23 de ani), va fi judecat aspru de
detinuti in penitenciarul pentru adulti. Cei
care nu Incearca sa instituie codul hotilor
sunt si ei judecati negativ, de unde incerca-
rea de a-i influenta pe alti detinuti minori,
in special pe noii-veniti [2, p. 36].

In cursul interviurilor avute cu mem-
brii personalului din CDMT Goian, atat in
anul 2023, cat siin 2024, s-a stabilit ca prin-
tre detinuti sunt minori care abia asteapta

normative acts and the detention regime”,
36% answered ,yes” (adding ,for their safe-
ty”, ,for some of them”), 36% - ,no”, 8% -
»both are important”, 4% - ,depending on
the situations /person”, 16% - ,don’t know”.
When asked ,how do the prison administra-
tion and staff sanction prisoners who apply
punishments for not respecting the rules of
the prison subculture”, 60% - ,sanctions ac-
cording to the EC”, 28% - ,,don’t know”, 4%
- ,depending on the case”, 4% - ,prison-
ers are not afraid of punishments, because
they are mild”, 4% - not at all.

Another manifestation of the prison
subculture is tattooing. Thus, 63% of the
juvenile inmates respondents indicated
that they had tattoos, and 37% indicated
that they did not. Also, to the statement
that tattoos are applied forcibly in prisons,
3.7% of juvenile detainees answered af-
firmatively, 88.9% denied and 7.4% stated
that they did not know about this fact [13].

Although the criminal-executive leg-
islation prohibits convicts from tattooing
themselves and other persons (art. 2422
para. (28) of the EC), neither the EC nor the
Status of execution of sentence by convicts,
contain any clause regarding the manner in
which the possession of tattoos is verified.
In this context, we propose to amend point
25 of the SEPC, by adding after the abbre-
viation ,etc.” the following words: ,as well
as the existence of tattoos (with the image
and detailed description, including their
meaning, if possible)”.

Anyone who remains at Goian no. 10
after the age of 18 (the execution code al-
lows minors with good behavior to remain
until the age of 23) will be judged harshly
in the adult penitentiary. Those who do not
try to establish the thieves’ code are also
judged negatively, hence the attempt to in-
fluence other minor prisoners, especially
the newcomers [2, p. 36].

During interviews with staff members
from the Goian DCMY, both in 2023 and
2024, it was established that among the de-
tainees there are minors who are just wait-
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sa atinga majoratul ca sa fie transferati in
institutii penitenciare pentru adulti [5].
Faptul dat arata ca detinutii CDMT Goian
cunosc, respecta si promoveaza regulile
subculturii penitenciare.

Dupa autorul O. Rusu, ,un loc deose-
bit in viata condamnatilor il ocupa diverse-
le jocuri si distractii. Cauzele raspandirii lor
nu constau doar in tentatia de a-si consu-
ma in mod distractiv timpul, dar si in po-
sibilitatea de a pune, prin intermediul lor,
in dependenta si a supune vointei sale alte
persoane, precum si obtinerea unui profit
material. Rezultatele jocurilor pot influenta
considerabil soarta condamnatului (in caz
de pierdere el poate fi degradat in casta in-
ferioara, omorat etc.) si statutul sau in ier-
arhia criminala [11, p. 110].

La afirmatia ca ,legea penitenciara ii
obliga sa cunoasca jocul de carti”, 7,5% din
detinutii minori au oferit raspuns afirmativ,
85% din respondenti au negat acest fapt si
7,5% au indicat ca nu cunosc despre acest
lucru. De asemenea, 18,5% din respondenti
au fost de acord cu faptul ca detinutii nu
intotdeauna sunt cinstiti unii cu alti in jo-
cul in carti, pe cand 66,7% din respondent;i
nu au fost de acord cu acest fapt, iar 14,8%
s-au abtinut de la raspuns. Totodata, 37%
din respondenti au confirmat existenta di-
feritelor metode de trisare cu scopul de a
crea datorii unui anumit detinut, 52% au
infirmat si 11% au indicat ca nu cunosc [13].
Astfel, putem afirma ca, desi nu este obliga-
toriu, jocul de carti inca se mai practica in
mediul detinutilor minori, fiind folosit prin
trisare ca metoda de creare artificiala a da-
toriilor.

In contextul celor expuse supra, con-
sideram ca intru diminuarea situatiilor
conflictuale dintre detinuti minori, si, im-
plicit, neutralizarea influentei subculturii
penitenciare in mediul detinutilor minori,
este oportun de a introduce noi criterii de
separare a acestora, dupa cum urmeaza:

1) detinerea separata a minorilor aflati
pentru prima oara in detentie fata de cei

ing to reach the age of majority to be trans-
ferred to adult penitentiary institutions [5].
This fact shows that the detainees of the
Goian DCMY know, respect and promote
the rules of the penitentiary subculture.

According to the author Rusu O., ,a
special place in the lives of convicts is oc-
cupied by various games and entertain-
ments. The reasons for their spread are
not only the temptation to spend time in
an entertaining way, but also the possibility
of putting, through them, other people into
dependence and subjecting them to one’s
will, as well as obtaining material profit.
The results of the games can considerably
influence the fate of the convict (in case of
loss, he can be degraded to a lower caste,
killed, etc.) and his status in the criminal hi-
erarchy [11, p. 110].

When asked that ,the prison law re-
quires them to know how to play cards”, 7.5%
of the minor prisoners responded in the af-
firmative, 85% of the respondents denied
this fact and 7.5% indicated that they did
not know about this fact. Also, 18.5% of the
respondents agreed that prisoners are not
always honest with each other when play-
ing cards, while 66.7% of the respondents
did not agree with this fact and 14.8% re-
frained from answering. At the same time,
37% of the respondents confirmed the ex-
istence of various cheating methods with
the aim of creating debts for a particular
prisoner, 52% denied this and 11% indicated
that they did not know about it [13]. Thus,
we can state that, although it is not man-
datory, playing cards is still practiced in
the environment of minor prisoners, being
used through cheating as a method of arti-
ficially creating debts.

In the context of the above, we con-
sider that in order to reduce conflict sit-
uations between minor detainees, and,
implicitly, neutralize the influence of the
penitentiary subculture in the environment
of minor detainees, it is appropriate to in-
troduce new criteria for their separation as
follows: 1) separate detention of minors in
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care anterior au fost incarcerati, din mo-
mentul retinerii si pana la eliberare; pla-
sarea lor in functie de nivelul infectarii cu
elemente ale subculturii penitenciare, sta-
bilit in baza raportului corespunzator de
evaluare;

2) separarea detinutilor minori de
cei cu varste cuprinse intre 18 si 23 de ani
detinuti la CDMT Goian;

3) separarea condamnatilor care im-
pun respectarea regulilor si traditiilor sub-
culturii penitenciare de ceilalti infractori;

4) privarea liderilor detinutilor de
posibilitatea de a propaga regulile subcul-
turii penitenciare, de a efectua repartizarea
ierarhica a detinutilor, de a rezolva conflic-
tele dintre detinuti etc.

Importanta deosebita prezinta res-
pectarea prevederilor din Regulile Nel-
son Mandela, potrivit carora ,Celulele sau
camerele destinate izolarii nocturne nu
vor fi ocupate decat de un singur detinut.
Daca pentru motive speciale, cum ar fi
din cauza unei supraaglomerari tempora-
re, administratia centrala a penitenciaru-
lui trebuie sa faca exceptie de la aceasta
regula, va trebui sa se evite ca sa stea doi
detinuti in cate o celula sau camera in-
dividuala” [1, reg. 12 alin. (1)]. Alin. (2) din
acelasi regulament stipuleaza urmatoarele:
In caz ca se recurge la dormitoare, aces-
tea trebuie sa fie ocupate de catre detinuti
selectionati cu grija si recunoscuti apti sa
fie cazati in aceste conditii. Noaptea ei vor
fi supusi unei supravegheri regulate, adap-
tata tipului respectiv de penitenciar”.

CONCLUZII

Manifestarile subculturii penitencia-
re a detinutilor minori si tineri ne sugerea-
za ca ei aplica pe larg regulile acestei sub-
culturi, ceea ce contribuie la mentinerea
influentei fenomenului dat. Acestea implica
violenta fizica drept mijloc prin care liderii
neformali ai detinutilor asigura respectarea
regulilor subculturii penitenciare de catre
toti detinutii, ceea ce le ofera primilor pu-

detention for the first time from those who
were previously detained, from the moment
of detention until release; their placement
depending on the level of infection with
elements of the penitentiary subculture,
established based on the appropriate eval-
uation report; 2) separation of minor detain-
ees from those aged 18 - 23 detained in the
Goian DCMY; 3) separation of convicts who
impose on other convicts the observance of
the rules and traditions of the prison sub-
culture from other convicts; 4) deprivation
of the leaders of the prisoners of the oppor-
tunity to propagate the rules of the prison
subculture, to carry out the hierarchical dis-
tribution of prisoners, to resolve conflicts
between prisoners, etc.

Of particular importance is the ob-
servance of the provisions of the Nelson
Mandela Rules, according to which: ,Cells
or rooms intended for night-time isolation
shall not be occupied by more than one
prisoner. If, for special reasons, such as
temporary overcrowding, the central ad-
ministration of the prison needs to make
an exception to this rule, two prisoners
shall not be accommodated in a single cell
or room” [1, reg. 12 para. (1)]. Para. (2) of the
same rule stipulates the following: ,In the
event that dormitories are used, they shall
be occupied by prisoners carefully selected
and recognized as suitable for accommo-
dation in these conditions. They shall be
subject to regular night-time supervision,
adapted to the type of prison concerned”.

CONCLUSIONS

The manifestations of the peniten-
tiary subculture of minor and young pris-
oners suggest that they widely apply the
rules of the penitentiary subculture, which
contributes to maintaining the influence
of this phenomenon. They involve physical
violence as a means by which the infor-
mal leaders of the prisoners ensure com-
pliance with the rules of the penitentiary
subculture by all prisoners, which gives
them decision-making power and influ-
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tere de decizie si influenta chiar si asupra
administratiei penitenciare. Manifestarile
respective suprima siguranta detinutilor si
atingerea eficienta a scopurilor pedepsei.
Numarul insuficient de personal in institutii
penitenciare este considerat de experti
care au vizitat inchisori din R. Moldova ca
fiind una dintre cauzele incapacitatii de a
controla eficient masa detinutilor si, re-
spectiv, de dependenta fata de liderii ne-
formali ai acestora.

ence even over the prison administration.
These manifestations suppress the safety
of prisoners and the effective achievement
of the goals of punishment. The insufficient
number of staff in penitentiary institutions
is considered by experts who visited the
penitentiaries in the Republic of Moldova,
as one of the causes of the inability to ef-
fectively control the mass of prisoners and,
respectively, of their dependence on their
informal leaders.
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