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Parcursul european initiat de statul nostru presu-
pune printre alte angajamente racordarea sistemului de
justitie la standardele europene si internationale. Printre
obiectivele de reformare a justitiei se numdrd prevenirea
si combaterea infractionalitdtii, inclusiv a criminalitdtii
minorilor. Astfel, principiile internationale orientea-
zd statele ca sd ia toate mdsurile de prevenire a acestui
flagel distructiv. Un studiu complex dedicat analizei
particularitdtilor criminalitatii minorilor si identificarii
unormdsurieficiente de prevenire devine o prioritate pen-
tru stiintele juridice. in prezentul demers stiintific, auto-
rii supun studiului principalele documente internationale
aferente domeniului prevenirii criminalitatii minorilor
in vederea elucidarii unor standarde in masurd de a con-
tribui la eficientizarea reactiei sociale fatd de delincventa
juvenild. Autorii, avdnd in vedere toate particularitdti
ce caracterizeazd infractionalitatea juvenild si princi-
palele reglementdri internationale aferente domeniului
prevenirii criminalitdtii minorilor, elucideazd un sir de
mdsuri menite sd contribuie la prevenirea si combaterea
acestui tip de criminalitate. Anume cadrul vast de docu-
mente internationale consacrate prevenirii delincventei
juvenile, demonstreazd incd o datd faptul ca comunita-
tea internationald s-a angajat ferm in scopul credrii si
implementarii unor mecanisme eficiente de interventie
in vederea neadmiterii savdrsirii infractiunilor de cdtre
minori.

Cuvinte-cheie: infractiune, minor, criminalitatea
minorilor, prevenirea criminalitdtii minorilor, standar-
de internationale, mdsuri cu caracter educativ.

The European path initiated by our state involves,
among other commitments, the alignment of the justice
system with European and international standards.
Among the objectives of justice reform is the prevention
and combating of criminal behavior, including juvenile
delinquency. Thus, international principles guide states
to take all necessary measures to prevent this destruc-
tive phenomenon. A complex study dedicated to the
analysis of the particularities of juvenile delinquency
and identifying effective prevention measures becomes
a priority not only for legal sciences but also for oth-
er related fields. In this scientific endeavor, the authors
examine the main international documents relevant to
the field of juvenile delinquency prevention, in order to
clarify the standards that could contribute to enhanc-
ing the effectiveness of society’s response to juvenile
delinquency. Taking into account all the characteristics
that define juvenile crime and the main international
regulations in the field, the authors highlight a series of
measures aimed at preventing and combating this type
of criminality. The extensive framework of international
documents dedicated to the prevention of juvenile delin-
quency once again demonstrates that the international
community is firmly committed to creating and imple-
menting effective intervention mechanisms to prevent
minors from committing crimes.

Keywords: crime, minor, juvenile delinquency, pre-
vention of juvenile delinquency, international stand-
ards, educational measures
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INTRODUCERE

Problematica criminalitatii mino-
rilor ramane intotdeauna actuald, iar
solutionarea adecvata a acestei probleme
va avea un impact major asupra evolutiei
si tendintelor criminalitatii in ansamblu,
precum si asupra starii morale a societatii.
Criminalitatea minorilor este o parte a
criminalitatii in ansamblu, dar care se ca-
racterizeaza prin trasaturi distincte, astfel
incat prevenirea acestui fenomen impli-
ca masuri specifice de interventie. Nece-
sitatea aplicarii unor masuri preventive
este recunoscuta si la nivel international,
fapt demonstrat de numeroasele docu-
mente internationale aferente justitiei ju-
venile care evidentiaza, in primul rand,
importanta factorilor sociali in cadrul sis-
temului de prevenire.

Combaterea delincventei juvenile,
dupa cum se evidentiaza in cercetarile doc-
trinare, constituie o preocupare a tarilor eu-
ropene, care se vad, pe buna dreptate, con-
fruntate cu cresterea numarului de fapte
violente, comise de catre minori, a recidivei,
a traficului de droguri in randul minorilor, a
violentei rasiale si xenofobe si, totodata, se
atesta o crestere a numarului de fapte pe-
nale comise de copii, care au ca victime alti
copii [1, p. 751]. Desi exista diferente intre
metodele de sanctionare a minorilor, totusi
o tendinta comuna este de a da prioritate
masurilor reparatorii si cu caracter educativ
sau programelor de probatiune, iar pedep-
sele privative de libertate se aplica doar in
cazurile cele mai grave. In acest sens, con-
chidem ca lupta impotriva delincventei ju-
venile trebuie sa se bazeze pe o politica so-
ciala adecvata care se axeaza pe factorul de
prevenire si urmareste corectarea si resoci-
alizarea minorului cel mai des prin mijloace
neprivative de libertate.

Potrivit unor acceptiuni, trasaturile
distinctive ale criminalitatii minorilor sunt
determinate, in mod dominant, de perso-
nalitatea infractorului minor care este in
acest sens un element-cheie in structura
criminologica a tipului infractional respec-
tiv [2, p. 32]. Trasaturile caracteristice ale
criminalitatii minorilor sunt determinate

INTRODUCTION

The issue of juvenile crime always re-
mains relevant, and the adequate solution
of this problem will have a major impact
on the evolution and trends of crime as a
whole, as well as on the moral state of so-
ciety. Juvenile crime is a part of crime as a
whole, but which is characterized by dis-
tinct features, so that the prevention of this
phenomenon involves specific intervention
measures. The need to apply preventive
measures is also recognized at the inter-
national level, a fact demonstrated by the
numerous international documents related
to juvenile justice that highlight, first of all,
the importance of social factors within the
prevention system.

Combating juvenile delinquency, as
highlighted in doctrinal research, is a con-
cern of European countries, which are
rightly confronted with the increase in the
number of violent acts committed by mi-
nors, recidivism, drug trafficking among
minors, racial and xenophobic violence
and, at the same time, there is an increase
in the number of criminal acts committed
by children, whose victims are other chil-
dren [1, p. 751]. Although there are differ-
ences between the methods of sanction-
ing minors, however, a common tendency
is to give priority to reparative measures,
educational measures or probationary pro-
grams, and custodial sentences are applied
only in the most serious cases. In this re-
gard, we conclude that the fight against
juvenile delinquency must be based on an
adequate social policy that focuses on the
prevention factor and aims at the correc-
tion and resocialization of the minor most
often by non-custodial means.

According to some perspectives, the
distinctive traits of juvenile crime are pre-
dominantly determined by the personality
of the juvenile offender, making this a key
element in the criminological structure of
this type of crime [2, p. 32]. These charac-
teristics stem from the developmental pe-
culiarities of children, whose personalities
are marked by physical, social, intellectual,
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de particularitatile de dezvoltare a copiilor,
personalitatea lor fiind caracterizata de o
imaturitate fizica, sociala, intelectuala si mo-
rala. Tinem sa remarcam ca in adolescenta,
procesul formarii morale a personalitatii
este insotit de acumularea experientei, in-
clusiv a celei negative care initial poate sa nu
se exteriorizeze sau se poate manifesta mult
mai tarziu, inclusiv sub forma unor compor-
tamente infractionale.

Sustinem ideea potrivit careia ,cri-
minalitatea minorilor, comparativ cu cri-
minalitatea adultilor, se evidentiaza printr-
un grad sporit de intensitate si dinamism.
Persoanele care comit infractiuni la varsta
reeducarii. De aceea, cu cat mai timpurii
sunt aplicate masurile profilactice fata de
minorii ce savarsesc delicte neinsemnate,
cu atat e mai mare probabilitatea de supri-
mare a formarii orientarii criminale. Starea
criminalitatii minorilor depinde in multe
privinte de calitatea activitatii de contraca-
rare a acesteia de catre toti subiectii profi-
laxiei infractiunilor” [2, p. 34].

Specific criminalitatii minorilor este si
motivatia criminogena, astfel incat minorii,
de regula, savarsesc infractiuni din motive
dictate de cupiditate, din intentii huliga-
nice ori din dorinta de a-si manifesta au-
toritatea in fata altor minori. Alte trasaturi
criminologice caracteristice infractiunilor
savarsite de minori presupun aplicarea
violentei, agresivitatea nemotivata si cruzi-
mea cu care comit infractiunile. Totodata,
sporeste numarul infractiunilor savarsite
de minori in stare de ebrietate alcoolica
sau narcotica, precum si rata infractiunilor
faptuite de minori in grup. Caracterul de
grup al criminalitatii minorilor este deter-
minat de necesitatea sporita de afiliere, co-
municare, apartenenta la o grupare.

METODE SI MATERIALE APLICATE

In vederea realizarii acestui demers
stiintific, autorii valorifica mai multe me-
tode de cercetare, printre care: metoda
istorica, metoda logica, analiza sistemica,
metoda comparativa etc. Cercetarea se
bazeaza pe studiul prevederilor legislatiei

and moral immaturity. It is important to
note that during adolescence, the process
of moral personality formation is accom-
panied by the accumulation of experience,
including negative experiences, that may
not manifest initially but can later surface
as delinquent behavior.

We support the idea that “juvenile de-
linquency, compared to adult criminality, is
marked by a higher degree of intensity and
dynamism. Individuals who commit crimes
at a young age are significantly harder to
rehabilitate and reeducate. Therefore, the
earlier preventative measures are applied
to minors who commit minor offenses, the
greater the likelihood of halting the devel-
opment of criminal tendencies. The state of
juvenile crime largely depends on the quali-
ty of crime prevention efforts by all subjects
involved in crime prevention” [2, p. 34].

A specific feature of juvenile crime is
its criminogenic motivation. Minors typ-
ically commit offenses out of greed, hoo-
liganism, or a desire to assert dominance
among peers. Other criminological traits
of juvenile offenses include the use of vi-
olence, unwarranted aggression, and cru-
elty. There is also an increasing number of
crimes committed by minors under the in-
fluence of alcohol or drugs, and a growing
rate of group offenses. The group charac-
ter of juvenile crime is linked to a height-
ened need for affiliation, communication,
and belonging.

METHODS AND MATERIALS APPLIED

In order to achieve this scientific ap-
proach, the authors capitalize on several
research methods, including: historical,
logical method, systemic analysis, compar-
ative method, etc. The research is based
on the study of national and international
legislation, as well as on doctrinal interpre-
tations.

DISCUSSIONS AND RESULTS OBTAINED

There are a series of internation-
al standards related to the field of justice
for children, which provide, among other
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nationale si internationale, precum si pe
interpretarile doctrinare.

DISCUTII SI REZULTATE OBTINUTE

Exista o serie de standarde interna-
tionale aferente domeniului justitiei pen-
tru copii, care prevad, printre altele,
responsabilitati ale statelor ce vizeaza pre-
venirea delincventei juvenile. Or, o poli-
tica adecvata de reactie la criminalitatea
minorilor are la baza, in primul rand, im-
plementarea unei serii de principii una-
nim recunoscute si fundamentate la nivel
international.

Vom trece in revista cateva din
cele mai relevante prevederi ale actelor
internationale si europene in domeniul
prevenirii si reactiei la delincventa juveni-
la. Mentionam ca, inca din anul 2009, Co-
mitetul ONU privind drepturile copilului a
recomandat statului nostru sa sporeasca,
inter alia, eforturile de coordonare intre
subiectii responsabili de protejarea dreptu-
rilor copilului, sa deschida instante specia-
lizate si sa numeasca judecatori specializati
in cauzele cu minori, sa asigure instruirea
profesionistilor in domeniul justitiei juve-
nile conform standardelor internationale,
sa introduca si sa valorifice alternative-
le la detentie. De atunci s-au depus efor-
turi considerabile in domeniul justitiei
pentru copii, desi mai este inca de lucru
la perfectionarea cadrului legal si a me-
canismelor de aplicare a legii in acest do-
meniu. lar analiza mecanismelor existente
la nivel international in materia prevenirii
delincventei juvenile constituie o premisa a
elaborarii unui cadrul national eficient de
reactionare la acest fenomen.

.Conventia cu privire la drepturile
copilului” proclama, la articolul 3, interesul
superior al copilului drept principiu funda-
mental care ghideaza toate masurile ce se
iau in privinta minorilor, astfel incat ,.in toa-
te actiunile care privesc copiii, intreprinse
de institutiile de asistenta sociala publice
sau private, de instantele judecatoresti,
autoritatile administrative sau de organele
legislative, interesele copilului vor prevala”
[3]. Deci, ,Statele parti se obliga sa asigu-

things, responsibilities of states aimed at
preventing juvenile delinquency. However,
an adequate policy of reaction to juvenile
crime is based, first of all, on the implemen-
tation of a series of principles unanimously
recognized and substantiated at the inter-
national level.

We will review some of the most
relevant provisions of international and
European instruments concerning the
prevention of and response to juvenile de-
linquency. It is worth noting that as early
as 2009, the UN Committee on the Rights
of the Child recommended that our state,
among other things, increase coordina-
tion efforts among entities responsible for
protecting children’s rights; establish spe-
cialized courts and appoint judges trained
to handle cases involving minors; ensure
that professionals working in juvenile jus-
tice are trained in accordance with inter-
national standards; and introduce and uti-
lize alternatives to detention. Since then,
considerable efforts have been made in the
field of justice for children, although there
is still work to be done to improve the le-
gal framework and the mechanisms for
implementing the law in this area. There-
fore, analyzing the existing international
mechanisms for the prevention of juvenile
delinquency serves as a premise for devel-
oping an effective national framework for
responding to this phenomenon.

The “Convention on the Rights of the
Child” proclaims, in Article 3, the best in-
terests of the child as a fundamental prin-
ciple guiding all measures concerning mi-
nors, stating that “in all actions concerning
children, whether undertaken by public or
private social welfare institutions, courts of
law, administrative authorities or legisla-
tive bodies, the best interests of the child
shall be a primary consideration” [3].

Therefore, “States Parties undertake
to ensure the child such protection and
care as is necessary for their well-being,
taking into account the rights and duties
of their parents, legal guardians, or others
legally responsible for them, and, to this
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re copilului protectia si ingrijirea necesare
in vederea asigurarii bunastarii sale, tinand
seama de drepturile si obligatiile parinti-
lor sai, ale reprezentantilor sai legali sau
ale altor persoane carora acesta le-a fost
incredintat in mod legal, si in acest scop
vor lua toate masurile legislative si admi-
nistrative corespunzatoare” [3]. Celelalte
principii aferente justitiei juvenile deri-
va din obligatia statelor de a se asigura ca
intotdeauna interesul suprem al copilului
trebuie sa primeze.

Un document international impor-
tant aferent domeniului justitiei juvenile
este ,Ansamblul regulilor minime ale Na-
tiunilor Unite cu privire la administrarea
justitiei pentru minori” (Regulile de la Bei-
jing). Documentul evidentiaza rolul major
si importanta protectiei sociale a tinere-
tului in vederea reducerii nevoii de inter-
ventie a legii si prevede, in cadrul princi-
piilor generale, ca ,statele membre trebuie
sa se mobilizeze sa ia masuri pozitive care
sa asigure antrenarea completa a tutu-
ror resurselor existente, mai ales familia,
persoanele benevole, ca si alte grupari ale
comunitatii, cum ar fi scolile si alte insti-
tutii comunitare, in scopul promovarii bu-
nastarii minorului si, deci, si in scopul re-
ducerii nevoii de interventie a legii, astfel
incat persoana in cauza sa fie tratata efi-
cace, echitabil si uman in conflictul sau cu
legea” [4]. Asa cum se arata in document,
.aceste perspective fundamentale gene-
rale au legatura cu politica sociala globa-
13, in general, si vizeaza favorizarea, pe cat
posibil, a protectiei sociale a tineretului in
vederea evitarii interventiei sistemului de
justitie pentru minori, precum si a prejudi-
ciului cauzat adesea de aceasta interventie.
Aceste masuri de protejare sociala a tineri-
lor, inainte de trecerea la delincventa, sunt
absolut indispensabile” [4]. In completare
se reitereaza asupra importantei majo-
re a unei politici sociale bine structurate
in sprijinul tinerilor, in special in vederea
prevenirii infractionalitatii si combaterii
delincventei. Se mai face referire ,la rolul
important pe care-1 poate juca o politica
sociala constructiva in favoarea tinerilor, in
special, pentru prevenirea crimei si pentru
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end, shall take all appropriate legislative
and administrative measures” [3]. The oth-
er principles related to juvenile justice thus
derive from the obligation of states to al-
ways ensure that the best interests of the
child prevail.

An important international document
related to juvenile justice is the “United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the
Administration of Juvenile Justice” (the Bei-
jing Rules). This document highlights the
major role and importance of social pro-
tection for youth in reducing the need for
legal intervention. Among its general prin-
ciples, it states that “Member States shall
endeavor to mobilize all possible resourc-
es, especially the family, volunteers, and
other community groups such as schools
and community institutions, with the aim
of promoting the well-being of the juvenile
and reducing the need for intervention un-
der the law. Such mobilization is essential
to ensure that juveniles in conflict with the
law are dealt with in a manner that is effec-
tive, fair and humane” [4]. As emphasized in
the document, “these general foundational
perspectives relate to broader social poli-
cy and are intended, as far as possible, to
promote the social protection of youth in
order to avoid intervention by the juvenile
justice system and the harm that may of-
ten result from such intervention. These
social protection measures for youth, pri-
or to the onset of delinquency, are abso-
lutely essential” [4]. Additionally, the docu-
ment reiterates the critical importance of a
well-structured social policy in support of
young people, especially in preventing and
combating juvenile delinquency. It also re-
fers to “the important role a constructive
social policy can play in favor of youth, par-
ticularly in crime prevention and the fight
against delinquency” [4], as well as “the
necessity for the continuous development
and improvement of juvenile justice, en-
suring it is not outpaced by the advance-
ment of progressive social policy for youth,
and maintaining the need for the constant
enhancement of the quality of competent
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lupta impotriva delincventei” [4] si la ,,ne-
cesitatea ameliorarii (dezvoltarii) constante
a justitiei pentru minori, fara a se lasa de-
pasita de dezvoltarea politicii sociale pro-
gresiste elaborata in favoarea tineretului in
general, si pastrand in conceptia sa nece-
sitatea ameliorarii (dezvoltarii) constante a
calitatii serviciilor competente” [4].

Un alt document complex in do-
meniul prevenirii criminalitatii minorilor
il constituie ,Principiile Natiunilor Unite
pentru prevenirea delincventei juvenile”,
care evidentiaza necesitatea reducerii de-
terminantelor criminalitatii minorilor prin
antrenarea mai multor actori, cum ar fi fa-
milia, scoala, comunitatea etc. Potrivit do-
cumentului, ,prevenirea delincventei juve-
nile este o parte importanta in prevenirea
criminalitatii in societate. Prin implicarea
in sistemul legislativ, adoptarea unor ac-
tivitati sociale folositoare, a unei orientari
umaniste spre societate si nu egoista, per-
soanele tinere pot dezvolta o atitudine ne-
criminogena” [5]. Un alt principiu stipulat
in document prevede ca ,succesul in acti-
vitatea de prevenire a delincventei juvenile
cere eforturi din partea intregii societati ca
sa asigure o dezvoltare armonioasa a ado-
lescentilor, cu respect pentru propria per-
sonalitate inca din copilarie” [5].

Totodata, se afirma drept principiu de
baza necesitatea de elaborare si implemen-
tare a unor politici progresive de prevenire
a delincventei juvenile prin studierea per-
manenta a tendintelor criminalitatii si apli-
carea masurilor corespunzatoare. Reiesind
din prevederile documentului, ,toate efor-
turile de prevenire a delincventei juvenile
trebuie orientate spre:

- asigurarea oportunitatilor, in spe-
cial a celor educationale, care sa satisfaca
variatele nevoi ale persoanelor tinere, pre-
cum si sa serveasca drept suport de baza
pentru protectia dezvoltarii acestora, o
atentie deosebita acordandu-se celor care
prezinta un anumit risc social si au nevoie
in mod deosebit de sprijin si protectie;

- asigurarea bunastarii, respectarea si
dezvoltarea drepturilor si intereselor tutu-
ror persoanelor;

- monitorizarea variatiilor compor-

services” [4].

Another comprehensive document in
the field of juvenile crime prevention is the
“United Nations Guidelines for the Preven-
tion of Juvenile Delinquency”, which em-
phasize the need to reduce the root causes
of juvenile delinquency by involving multi-
ple actors, such as the family, school, and
community. According to the document,
“the prevention of juvenile delinquency
is an essential part of crime prevention in
society. By becoming involved in the leg-
islative system, participating in beneficial
social activities, and adopting a humanistic
rather than selfish attitude toward socie-
ty, young people can develop a non-delin-
quent mindset” [5].

Another principle stated in the doc-
ument is that “success in preventing ju-
venile delinquency requires efforts by the
whole of society to ensure the harmonious
development of adolescents, with respect
for their individual personalities from early
childhood” [5].

At the same time, a fundamental prin-
ciple highlighted is the need to develop and
implement progressive policies for the pre-
vention of juvenile delinquency, through
the ongoing study of crime trends and
the application of appropriate measures.
Based on the provisions of the document,
“all efforts to prevent juvenile delinquency
should be directed towards:

e ensuring opportunities, especial-
ly educational ones, that meet the diverse
needs of young people and serve as a basic
foundation for supporting their develop-
ment, with particular attention to those at
social risk who are in special need of sup-
port and protection;

e ensuring well-being and the re-
spect, protection, and development of the
rights and interests of all individuals;

e monitoring variations in young peo-
ple’s behavior and their attitudes that do
not conform to social norms and values,
recognizing these as part of the process
of growth and maturation, which tend to
disappear in most cases as young people
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tamentului persoanelor tinere si a atitudi-
nii lor neconforme cu normele si valorile
sociale, acestea fiind o parte a procesului
de maturitate si crestere, avand tendinta
sa dispara, de cele mai multe ori, odata cu
atingerea maturitatii de catre aceste per-
soane;

- grija de a nu denumi un minor sau
tanar ca fiind deviant, delincvent sau reci-
divist, deoarece in asa mod se poate con-
tribui la dezvoltarea unui comportament
nedorit al tinerilor” [5]. In documentul mai
sus mentionat se arata ca serviciile si pro-
gramele comunitatii ar trebui sa realizeze
prevenirea delincventei juvenile actionand
ca un factor activ. De asemenea, se reite-
reaza ca institutiile legale sau cele de con-
trol vor fi utilizate numai ca ultima solutie.

In continuare se accentueaza
importanta planificarii in ceea ce tine de
prevenire, astfel incat ,planurile de preve-
nire a delincventei juvenile vor trebui insti-
tuite la fiecare nivel al conducerii de stat si
presupun:

- analiza atenta a problemelor siiden-
tificarea de programe, servicii, facilitati si
resurse pentru a fi valorificate;

- definirea clara a responsabilitati-
lor pentru actorii implicati in eforturile de
preventie;

- elaborarea de politici, programe si
strategii bazate pe studii de previziuni;

- implementarea de metode pentru
reducerea efectiva a numarului de acte
infractionale;

- extinderea gamei de servicii si pro-
grame destinate comunitatii;

- cooperarea stransa intre natiuni,
state, guverne locale, agentii din sectorul
particular, a cetatenilor si a comunitatii
pentru a manifesta grija fata de copii, pen-
tru a le oferi o educatie sanatoasa si de ca-
litate;

- crearea unor legi si a unor agentii
judiciare pentru initierea actiunilor de pre-
venire a delincventei juvenile si delincven-
tei tinere;

- antrenarea tineretului in politica de
preventie a delincventei, incluzand apelul
la resursele comunitatii;

- derularea programelor de autoaju-

reach adulthood;

« avoiding labeling a minor or young
person as deviant, delinquent, or recidivist,
as such labeling can contribute to the de-
velopment of undesirable behavior among
youth” [5]. The same document also states
that community services and programs
should play an active role in preventing
juvenile delinquency. It further reiterates
that legal or control institutions should be
used only as a last resort.

Further emphasis is placed on the im-
portance of prevention plans, stating that
“juvenile delinquency prevention plans
should be established at every level of gov-
ernment and should include:

« a thorough analysis of problems and
the identification of programs, services, fa-
cilities, and resources to be utilized;

e a clear definition of responsibilities
for all actors involved in prevention efforts;

e the development of policies, pro-
grams, and strategies based on forecasting
studies;

e the implementation of methods
aimed at effectively reducing the number
of criminal acts;

« the expansion of the range of com-
munity-based services and programs;

« close cooperation between nations,
states, local governments, private sector
agencies, citizens, and community mem-
bers in caring for children and providing
them with a sound and quality education;

e the creation of laws and judicial
agencies for initiating actions to prevent
juvenile and youth delinquency;

e the involvement of youth in delin-
quency prevention policy, including the
use of community resources;

« the implementation of youth self-
help programs as well as victim support
and compensation programs;

e the specialization and training of
personnel at all levels” [5].

In the section concerning juvenile
justice legislation and administration, the
document highlights the necessity of de-
veloping and applying special procedures
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torare a tinerilor, precum si programe de
asistenta si compensare a victimei;

- specializarea personalului la toate
nivelele” [5].

La capitolul legislatiei si administrarii
justitiei pentru minori se evidentiaza ne-
cesitatea elaborarii si aplicarii unor proce-
duri si legi speciale cu scopul de a promova
drepturile si bunastarea tinerilor. De ase-
menea, se arata ca ,niciun copil sau tanar
nu va fi subiect al unor masuri corectionale
dure sau degradante ori pedepse: acasa, la
scoala sau in orice alta institutie” [5]. Tot-
odata, se impune de a elabora ,legislatia
in materia prevenirii victimizarii abuzului,
exploatarii si folosirii copiilor si tinerilor in

activitati infractionale” [5]. Alte prevederi
relevante se refera la obligatia instituirii
unor prevederi legale cu scopul de a re-
strictiona si controla accesul la arme a ti-
nerilor, dar si implementarea unor masuri
destinate protectiei copiilor de implicarea-
lor in consumul si traficul de droguri.

Bineinteles, nu trebuie neglijat rolul
pe care il au factorii sociali in cadrul pre-
venirii infractionalitatii minorilor (familia,
comunitatea, scoala, mass-media), astfel
incat ,fiecare societate va acorda priorita-
te nevoilor si bunastarii familiei si a tuturor
membrilor ei” [5]. Totodata, este necesar
ca guvernul si societatea sa depuna efor-
turi pentru mentinerea integritatii familiei,
inclusiv pentru consolidarea familiei extin-
se. Societatea poarta responsabilitatea de
a sprijini familia in asigurarea protectiei si
unei stari bune atat in ce priveste sanatatea
fizica, cat si mentala.

Referitor la rolul scolii in cadrul po-
liticilor de prevenire care faciliteaza soci-
alizarea si integrarea tuturor copiilor si ti-
nerilor, se arata ca sistemele de invatamant
nu trebuie sa fie orientate doar spre prega-
tirea academica si profesionala a copiilor si
tinerilor, ci sa se ocupe in particular si de:

»a. iInvatarea valorilor de baza si dez-
voltarea respectului pentru propria identi-
tate a copilului, pentru valorile sociale ale
tarii in care copilul traieste, pentru o civili-
zatie diferita de cea a copilului, pentru drep-
turile omului si libertatile lui fundamentale;

and laws aimed at promoting the rights and
well-being of young people. It also states
that “no child or young person shall be
subjected to harsh or degrading discipli-
nary measures or punishments—whether
at home, in school, or in any other institu-
tion” [5]. Moreover, there is a clear require-
ment to develop legislation to prevent the
victimization, abuse, exploitation, and use
of children and youth in criminal activities
[5]. Other relevant provisions refer to the
obligation to introduce legal regulations to
restrict and control youth access to fire-
arms, as well as to implement protective
measures against the involvement of chil-
dren in drug use and trafficking.

Of course, the role of social factors
in the prevention of juvenile delinquency
(such as the family, community, school, and
mass media) must not be overlooked, so
that “each society shall give priority to the
needs and well-being of the family and all
its members” [5]. Furthermore, it is essen-
tial that both the government and society
make efforts to maintain the integrity of
the family, including the strengthening of
the extended family. Society holds the re-
sponsibility to support the family in provid-
ing protection and care for children, as well
as in promoting their physical and mental
well-being.

With regard to the role of schools in
prevention policies that facilitate the so-
cialization and integration of all children
and youth, it is stated that educational sys-
tems should not focus solely on academ-
ic and vocational training, but should also
specifically address to:

“a. teaching core values and develop-
ing respect for the child’s own identity, for
the social values of the country in which
the child lives, for civilizations different
from that of the child, and for human rights
and fundamental freedoms;

b. promoting and developing the per-
sonality, inclinations, and mental and phys-
ical abilities of young people to their fullest
potential;

c. involving young people in the ed-
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b. promovarea si dezvoltarea perso-
nalitatii, inclinatiilor si abilitatilor mentale
si fizice ale tinerilor pana la maximum po-
sibil;

c. implicarea tinerilor in procesul de
invatamant ca participanti activi si eficienti;

d. scoala si comunitatea vor desfa-
sura activitati care sa ii orienteze pe copii
spre propria identitate;

e. incurajarea tinerilor sa inteleaga si
respecte diverse opinii, precum si diferente
de ordin cultural sau de alta natura;

f. punerea la dispozitie de informa-
tii in vederea orientarii in ceea ce priveste
pregatirea profesionala, posibilitati de an-
gajare si de alegere a unei cariere;

g. sprijinirea in plan emotional a tine-
rilor si evitarea esecurilor psihologice;

h. evitarea masurilor disciplinare dure,
in mod special a pedepselor corporale” [5].

Totodata, tinerii expusi unui risc so-
cial vor primi o atentie si o ingrijire speci-
ala din partea sistemului educational, prin
implementarea si extinderea pe scara larga
a programelor specializate de preventie,
precum si a altor resurse educationale. In
ceea ce priveste rolul comunitatii in cadrul
politicilor de prevenire a delincventei juve-
nile, se arata ca trebuie dezvoltate si conso-
lidate servicii si programe comunitare care
raspund nevoilor, problemelor, intereselor
si preocuparilor specifice ale tinerilor, ofe-
rind consiliere si indrumare potrivita atat
pentru acestia, cat si pentru familiile lor. De
asemenea, se accentueaza rolul masurilor
comunitare, incluzand centre comunitare
de dezvoltare, servicii si facilitati de re-
creere concepute pentru a aborda nevoile
specifice ale copiilor aflati in situatii de risc
social. Implementarea acestor masuri de
sprijin va garanta respectarea drepturilor
individuale ale copiilor.

Avand in vedere rolul pe care il
are mass-media in cadrul prevenirii
criminalitatii minorilor, accentuam ca
aceasta trebuie sa asigure accesul la diver-
se informatii si materiale, dar, totodata, in
mass-media ar trebui sa fie reflectata con-
tributia pozitiva a tinerilor in societate si sa
se informeze despre existenta serviciilor si
oportunitatilor pentru minori si tineri.

ucational process as active and effective
participants;

d. carrying out school and communi-
ty activities that guide children toward un-
derstanding and embracing their identity;

e. encouraging young people to un-
derstand and respect different opinions, as
well as cultural and other differences;

f. providing information and guidance
on vocational training, employment oppor-
tunities, and career choices;

g. supporting young people emotion-
ally and helping to prevent psychological
failures;

h. avoiding harsh disciplinary meas-
ures, particularly corporal punishment” [5].

At the same time, young people ex-
posed to social risk should receive special
attention and care from the educational
system through the implementation and
large-scale expansion of specialized pre-
vention programs as well as other educa-
tional resources.

Regarding the role of the community
in juvenile delinquency prevention policies,
it is emphasized that community servic-
es and programs should be developed and
strengthened to meet the specific needs,
problems, interests, and concerns of young
people, by providing appropriate counseling
and guidance for both them and their fam-
ilies. The importance of community-based
measures is also highlighted, including
community development centers, servic-
es, and recreational facilities designed to
address the needs of children in situations
of social risk. The implementation of these
support measures will help ensure respect
for children’s individual rights.

Considering the role of mass me-
dia in the prevention of juvenile crime, it
is stressed that it should ensure access to
a variety of information and materials. At
the same time, mass media should reflect
the positive contribution of young people
to society and raise awareness about the
services and opportunities available for mi-
nors and youth.

Another relevant document in the
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Un alt document relevant in dome-
niul prevenirii delincventei juvenile este
»-Recomandarea Nr. R (87) 20 a Comitetului
de Ministri catre statele membre privind
reactiile sociale la delincventa juvenila”.
Cele mai importante stipulari sunt:

»,~ preventia vizeaza o politica com-
prehensiva de stimulare a integrarii sociale
a tinerilor;

- acordarea asistentei speciale si de-
rularea unor programe specializate in scoa-
13, in organizatii sportive, de tineret pentru
o mai eficienta integrare a tinerilor care au
dificultati in socializare;

- intreprinderea unor masuri tehnice
si contextuale pentru a reduce oportunita-
tile de a comite infractiuni de catre tineri”
[6, p- 9].

Reiesind din prevederile ,Recoman-
darii Rec (2003) 20 cu privire la noile mo-
dalitati de tratare a delincventei juvenile si
rolul justitiei juvenile”, ,sistemul traditional
de justitie penala nu este capabil, izolat, sa
ofere solutii adecvate privind tratamen-
tul delincventilor juvenili, in virtutea fap-
tului ca nevoile sociale si educationale ale
acestora difera de cele ale adultilor” [6, p.
9]. Astfel, potrivit documentului, ,reactia la
delincventa juvenila trebuie sa aiba un ca-
racter multidisciplinar si sa includa o vari-
etate de factori ce joaca un anumit rol la
diverse nivele: individual, familie, societate,
comunitate; majoratul juridic nu coincide
intotdeauna cu majoratul personalitatii,
in asa fel incat minorii necesita alt tip de
interventie, diferit de cel aplicabil in cazul
adultilor; scopul de baza al justitiei juvenile
si al masurilor conexe de abordare a justiti-
ei juvenile trebuie sa fie: de a preveni comi-
terea si recidiva faptelor de natura penala;
de a resocializa si a reintegra infractorii; de
a se preocupa de necesitatile si interesele
victimelor [6, p. 10].”

»-Recomandarea Rec (2003) 21 cu
privire la parteneriatul in prevenirea in-
fractiunii” recunoaste ca utilizarea numai
a justitiei penale traditionale si a masu-
rilor de executare a legii nu se dovedeste
a fi suficient de eficace pentru reducerea
infractionalitatii contemporane. Potrivit
documentului, ,starea infractionala si pre-

field of juvenile delinquency prevention is
the “Recommendation No. R (87) 20 of the
Committee of Ministers to Member States
on Social Reactions to Juvenile Delinquen-
cy”. The most important stipulations refer
to the fact that:

e “prevention should be part of a
comprehensive policy aimed at encourag-
ing the social integration of young people;

« special assistance should be provid-
ed, and specialized programs conducted in
schools, sports, and youth organizations
to more effectively integrate young people
who face difficulties with socialization;

e technical and contextual measures
should be undertaken to reduce the op-
portunities for young people to commit of-
fenses” [6, p. 9].

According to the provisions of Rec-
ommendation Rec(2003)20 on New Ways
of Dealing with Juvenile Delinquency and
the Role of Juvenile Justice, “the tradi-
tional criminal justice system alone is not
capable of offering adequate solutions for
addressing juvenile offenders, since their
social and educational needs differ from
those of adults” [6, p. 9]. Thus, according
to the document: “the response to juvenile
delinquency must be multidisciplinary and
include a variety of actors playing roles at
different levels - individual, family, society,
community. Legal majority does not always
coincide with personal maturity, meaning
that minors require a different type of in-
tervention than that applicable to adults.
The main objectives of juvenile justice and
related measures should be: to prevent
the commission and reoffending of crimi-
nal acts, to ensure the resocialization and
reintegration of offenders, and to address
the needs and interests of the victims” [6,
p. 10].

Recommendation Rec(2003)21 on
Partnership in Crime Prevention recogniz-
es that relying solely on traditional criminal
justice and law enforcement measures is
not sufficiently effective in reducing con-
temporary crime. According to the docu-
ment, “the state of crime and increasing
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ocuparea tot mai sporita de problemele
infractionale determina un sentiment de
insecuritate trait de multi oameni in Eu-
ropa, care uneori chiar poate fi asociat cu
pierderea increderii in autoritatile politice,
in legi si institutiile statului responsabile de
executarea lor si care, ulterior, poate con-
duce la lipsa de toleranta, eliminare si xe-
nofobie.” [6, p. 10-11].

Conform prevederilor Recomandarii
invocate, anume ,parteneriatul constituie
metoda de sporire a performantei in rea-
lizarea unui scop comun, prin asumarea
responsabilitatii comune si prin schimbul
de resurse intre diferiti agenti publici sau
privati, colectivi sau individuali” [6, p. 11].

Potrivit documentului, pentru a crea
parteneriate adecvate, este necesar ca fi-
ecare stat:

»® Sa recunoasca ca responsabilitatea
pentru prevenirea infractiunilor trebuie sa
fie promovata pe larg in societate;

e sa asigure un cadru legal adecvat
care sa promoveze parteneriatul, sa revi-
zuiasca noua legislatie si regulamentele
propuse, in vederea prevenirea infractiunii;

* sa identifice unele politici publice,
agentiile si institutiile care vor fi eficiente
pentru activitatea de parteneriat in vede-
rea prevenirii infractiunilor;

* sa intreprinda masuri pentru a sti-
mula parteneriatele la diferite nivele (in-
ternational, national, regional si local), sa
asigure ca ele activeaza in conformitate cu
Constitutia si ca contribuie la prevenirea
infractiunii in mod eficient si acceptabil;

* sa stimuleze dezvoltarea unei baze
de cunostinte sistematice si de rigoare a
parteneriatului; sa sprijine abordarea ba-
zata pe probe, inovativa, evolutionara si de
imbunatatire, care se poate adapta schim-
barilor” [6, p. 12].

La nivel national, Guvernul trebuie
sa 1si aiba responsabilitatea de a coordona
initiativele legate de dezvoltarea si imple-
mentarea politicilor si strategiilor de pre-
venire a infractionalitatii. De asemenea,
este important sa faciliteze o colaborare si
coordonare eficienta intre autoritatile po-
litice regionale si locale. Pentru aceasta, se
impune o actualizare constanta a cadrului

concern about criminal issues have led
many people in Europe to feel insecure—
sometimes even resulting in a loss of trust
in political authorities, the law, and the
state institutions responsible for enforcing
them, which may subsequently lead to in-
tolerance, exclusion, and xenophobia” [6, p.
10-11].

As stated in the Recommendation,
“partnership is a method of enhancing per-
formance in the achievement of a common
goal through shared responsibility and the
exchange of resources between various
public or private, collective or individual
actors” [6, p. 11].

To create effective partnerships, the
document outlines that each state must:

e “recognize that responsibility for
crime prevention should be broadly pro-
moted throughout society;

e ensure an appropriate legal frame-
work that promotes partnership, and re-
view new legislation and proposed regula-
tions in light of crime prevention;

« identify effective public policies and
the agencies and institutions responsible
for partnership-based crime prevention
activities;

e undertake measures to stimulate
partnerships at different levels (interna-
tional, national, regional, and local) and en-
sure they operate in accordance with the
Constitution and contribute to effective
and acceptable crime prevention;

« foster the developmentofarigorous,
systematic knowledge base for partner-
ships and support evidence-based, innova-
tive, evolving, and improvement-oriented
approaches that can adapt to change” [6, p.
12].

At the national level, the government
bears the responsibility for coordinating
initiatives related to the development and
implementation of crime prevention poli-
cies and strategies. It is also important to
facilitate effective cooperation and coor-
dination between regional and local polit-
ical authorities. To achieve this, the legal
framework must be constantly updated
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legislativ, astfel incat sa permita o adapta-
re flexibila la noile circumstante si conditii,
mai degraba decat sa impuna restrictii.
In plus, stabilirea parteneriatelor poate fi
sprijinita concret la nivel local prin dezvol-
tarea unor modele de acorduri si contracte
pentru implementarea anumitor initiative
si, acolo unde este posibil, prin desemnarea
unor coordonatori remunerati.

Un document la fel de important este
cel intitulat , Orientarile Comitetului de Mi-
nistri al Consiliului Europei privind justitia
in interesul copilului”, care reitereaza im-
portanta cooperarii dintre diferiti actori
implicati in cadrul reactiei la delincventa
juvenila. Documentul stipuleaza si incura-
jeaza cooperarea dintre diversi profesionisti
pentru a obtine o intelegere comprehensiva
a copilului, dar si pentru o evaluare comple-
xa a situatiei lui juridice, fizice, cognitive,
sociale si emotionale. Totodata, se arata ca
,, se va stabili un cadru comun de evaluare
pentru specialistii care lucreaza cu copiii
sau in interesul acestora (cum ar fi avocati,
psihologi, medici, politisti, functionari ai
serviciului de imigrare, asistenti sociali si
mediatori) in procedurile sau actiunile ce
vizeaza in mod direct sau indirect copiii, cu
scopul de a furniza sprijinul necesar persoa-
nelor care iau decizii, permitand proceduri-
lor sau actiunilor in cauza sa deserveasca, in
cea mai buna maniera cu putinta, interesele
copilului intr-o anumita situatie” [7, p. 23].

CONCLUZII

Cadrul larg de documente interna-
tionale aferente domeniului justitiei juveni-
le, care se refera la prevenirea delincventei
juvenile, demonstreaza inca o data intere-
sul major pe care il comporta comunita-
tea internationala fata de acest fenomen.
Totodata, modificarea continua a valori-
lor si relatiilor sociale, fapt ce determina
evolutia si specificul criminalitatii in ge-
neral si a criminalitatii minorilor, in speci-
al, implica o actualizare permanenta a ma-
surilor de interventie. Evidentiem inca o
data importanta factorilor sociali in cadrul
activitatilor de prevenire a delincventeijuve-
nile, dar si rolul unei cooperari eficiente in-

so that it allows flexible adaptation to new
circumstances and conditions, rather than
imposing rigid restrictions.

Furthermore, local-level partner-
ships can be concretely supported through
the development of model agreements and
contracts for the implementation of specif-
ic initiatives, and, where possible, through
the appointment of paid coordinators.

An equally important document is the
“Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers
of the Council of Europe on Child-Friend-
ly Justice”, which reiterate the importance
of cooperation between the various actors
involved in responding to juvenile delin-
quency. The document promotes and en-
courages collaboration among different
professionals to achieve a comprehensive
understanding of the child, as well as a
complex assessment of their legal, physi-
cal, cognitive, social, and emotional situa-
tion. It further notes that “a common as-
sessment framework must be established
for professionals working with or for chil-
dren (such as lawyers, psychologists, doc-
tors, police officers, immigration officials,
social workers, and mediators) in proce-
dures or actions that directly or indirectly
concern children, with the aim of providing
adequate support to decision-makers and
ensuring that such procedures or actions
serve the best interests of the child in any
given situation” [8, p. 23].

CONCLUSIONS

The wide range of international doc-
uments related to juvenile justice and the
prevention of juvenile delinquency once
again demonstrates the strong interest of
the international community in this phe-
nomenon. At the same time, the continuous
transformation of values and social rela-
tionships - factors which shape the evolu-
tion and particularities of crime in general,
and juvenile crime in particular - calls for
constant updates to intervention meas-
ures. We again highlight the critical role
of social factors in preventing juvenile de-
linquency and the importance of effective
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tre actorii implicati in acest proces. Vorbind
despre situatia la nivel national, observam o
grija constanta pe care statul nostru o mani-
festa fata de copiii aflati in conflict cu legea.
Totodata, desi se observa progrese semni-
ficative in ceea ce priveste perfectionarea
sistemului de justitie juvenila, totusi exis-
ta neajunsuri la capitolul mecanismelor de
reactionare la delincventa juvenila si lipsa
unei cooperari eficiente si oportune intre
institutiile implicate in acest proces. Deci, se
impune o reevaluare a politicilor, revizuirea
standardelor internationale si transpunerea
lor in cadrul juridic national, astfel incat sa
se garanteze intotdeauna respectarea inte-
resului superior al copilului.

cooperation between the actors involved in
this process. At the national level, we note
the ongoing efforts of our state to care for
children in conflict with the law. While sig-
nificant progress has been made in improv-
ing the juvenile justice system, there are
still shortcomings in the mechanisms used
to respond to juvenile delinquency, as well
as insufficient and untimely cooperation
among the institutions involved. There-
fore, it is necessary to reevaluate current
policies, revise international standards,
and transpose them into the national legal
framework, so that the best interests of the
child are always upheld.
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