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In ciuda existentei unor acte normative si regle-
mentdri legislative care vizeazd protectia copilului
si prevenirea abandonului, realitatea cotidiand ne
aratd cd aceste norme nu sunt intotdeauna sufici-
ente sau eficiente in practicd. Desi cadrul legislativ
este bine definit, in multe cazuri, familiile si copiii
continud sd se confrunte cu situatii de risc, iar aban-
donul rdmdne o problemdad persistentd. O cercetare
aprofundatd ar putea pune in evidentd lacunele
existente la implementarea acestor reglementdri
si cum pot fi imbundtdtite interventiile institutiilor
abilitate. Identificarea acestor aspecte va permite
dezvoltarea unor politici publice mai eficiente, care
nu doar ca vor sprijini familiile aflate in dificultate,
dar si vor reduce semnificativ riscurile de abandon
si vor asigura protectia drepturilor copiilor la fiecare
etapd a vietii lor.

Cuvinte-cheie: prevenire, abandon, familie, co-

pii, comportament.

Despite the existence of normative acts and
legislative regulations aimed at child protection
and abandonment prevention, everyday reality
shows that these norms are not always sufficient
or effective in practice. Although the legislative
framework is well defined, in many cases families
and children continue to face risk situations, and
abandonment remains a persistent problem. In-
depth research could highlight existing gaps in
the implementation of these regulations and how
the interventions of responsible institutions can be
improved. Identifying these aspects will allow the
development of more effective public policies that
will not only support families in difficulty but will
also significantly reduce the risks of abandonment
and ensure the protection of children’s rights at
every stage of their lives.

Keywords: prevention, abandonment, family,
children, behavior.

INTRODUCERE

Institutionalizarea reprezinta un proces
prin care un individ, in special un copil, este
plasat intr-un mediu de ingrijire diferit de cel
familial, de obicei intr-o institutie destinata
persoanelor abandonate de familiile lor. Dinco-
lo de scopurile functionale ale acestui sistem,
care includ protectia si ingrijirea celor vulne-

INTRODUCTION

Institutionalization is a process through
which an individual, especially a child, is placed
in a care environment different from the family
setting, usually within an institution intended
for persons abandoned by their families. Be-
yond the functional purposes of this system,
which include the protection and care of vul-
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rabili, institutiile de acest tip au o semnificatie
mai profunda, avand o dimensiune socialg,
psihologica si morald considerabila. Aceste
institutii nu doar ca separa un anumit grup
de indivizi din restul societatii, dar creeaza un
spatiu in care sunt tratate nevoi speciale si sunt
asigurate conditii de supraveghere constanta si
asistenta specializata.

Astfel, ele se transforma intr-un loc in
care persoanele vulnerabile, fie din cauza lipsei
unei familii, fie din cauza unor conditii sociale
sau economice deosebite, sunt plasate intr-un
regim de viata controlat, ce le poate oferi o anu-
mitd protectie, dar totodata le restrictioneaza
autonomia si conexiunile afective fundamenta-
le. Cu toate acestea, desi rolul acestor institutii
pare unul protectiv, ele pot avea efecte negati-
ve pe termen lung asupra dezvoltarii fizice si
emotionale a celor internati. Copiii si tinerii care
traiesc in astfel de institutii pot experimenta
traume emotionale si psihologice legate de lipsa
unui atasament stabil si sanatos, ceea ce le poa-
te afecta dezvoltarea social, afectiva si chiar
intelectuald. In ciuda intentiilor de a proteja si
sprijini, aceste institutii nu pot substitui mediul
familial esential pentru cresterea si formarea
unei identitati stabile si sandtoase. Prin urma-
re, desi institutionalizarea copiilor abandonati
este considerata a fi o metoda de inlocuire a fa-
miliei, ea cunoaste efectele sale negative, fapt
pentru care politica statului nu trebuie sa puna
accentul pe lupta institutionalizarii calitative si
corecte a copiilor, ci pe mecanismul ce vizeaza
prevenirea situatiilor de abandon familial.

Scopul studiului. Scopul principal al
prezentului articol stiintific este de a analiza
multidimensional fenomenul abandonului fa-
milial si al institutionalizarii copiilor, precum
si identificarea masurilor si strategiilor eficien-
te de prevenire a acestora. Studiul urmareste
sa evidentieze, intr-o maniera complexa si
integratd, atat aspectele teoretice, cat si cele
practice care contribuie la reducerea riscului
de separare a copilului de familie si la promo-
varea interesului superior al copilului la toate
etapele interventiei sociale. In acest sens, cer-
cetarea Isi propune sa examineze mecanismele
generale si speciale de prevenire aplicabile in
contextul abandonului si institutionalizarii, pu-
nand accent pe politicile sociale, interventiile
multidisciplinare si cadrul normativ relevant.

nerable individuals, such institutions hold a
deeper significance, encompassing consider-
able social, psychological, and moral dimen-
sions.

These institutions not only separate a
certain group of individuals from the rest of
society but also create a space where special
needs are addressed and constant supervision
and specialized assistance are provided. Thus,
they become places where vulnerable per-
sons—whether due to the absence of a fami-
ly or because of particular social or economic
conditions—are placed in a controlled living
environment that can offer some protection
but simultaneously restricts their autonomy
and fundamental emotional connections.

However, despite the seemingly protec-
tive role of these institutions, they can have
long-term negative effects on the physical and
emotional development of those placed within
them. Children and youth living in such insti-
tutions may experience emotional and psycho-
logical trauma linked to the lack of a stable and
healthy attachment, which can adversely affect
their social, emotional, and even intellectual
development. Although these institutions aim
to protect and support, they cannot substitute
for the family environment essential for the
growth and formation of a stable and healthy
identity.

Therefore, although the institutionali-
zation of abandoned children is considered a
method of replacing the family for those who
have been abandoned, it carries its own nega-
tive effects. For this reason, state policy should
not focus primarily on promoting qualitative
and correct institutionalization of children, but
rather on mechanisms aimed at preventing sit-
uations of family abandonment.

Study objective. The primary aim of this
scientific article is to provide a multidimen-
sional analysis of the phenomenon of family
abandonment and the institutionalization of
children, as well as to identify effective meas-
ures and strategies to prevent these phenom-
ena. The study seeks to highlight, in a complex
and integrated manner, both theoretical and
practical aspects that contribute to reducing
the risk of separating children from their fam-
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Totodat3, lucrarea exploreaza rolul esential al
asistentului social ca actor principal in vede-
rea identificarii timpurii a riscurilor, consilierii
familiilor vulnerabile si aplicarii interventiilor
menite sa mentina copilul in mediul familial. De
asemenea, articolul investigheaza contributia
determinanta a familiei la modelarea compor-
tamentului copilului, subliniind rolul acesteia
in prevenirea conduitei delincvente, prin asigu-
rarea unui climat afectiv stabil, a supravegherii
parentale adecvate si a sprijinului educational.

METODOLOGIE

Fundamentul metodologic al prezentei
lucrari se bazeaza pe utilizarea unui ansamblu
diversificat de metode de cercetare, ceea ce a
asigurat o Intelegere completa si aprofundata a
acestei probleme sociale. Fiecare metoda a fost
aleasa in functie de scopul specific al analizei si
de aspectele pe care le detine. Astfel, in cadrul
procesului de elaborare au fost valorificate me-
tode precum cea logica, sistemicd, deductiva,
gramaticala s.a,, fiecare dintre acestea aducand
o contributie semnificativa, completandu-se
reciproc pentru a construi un cadru de ana-
lizd coerent si detaliat. In calitate de suport
metodologic folosit pentru cercetarea subiec-
tului propus au servit lucrdrile teoreticienilor
nationali si internationali, precum si un set de
acte normative.

DISCUTII ST REZULTATE

Prevenirea generald si speciala a
abandonului si a institutionalizdrii copiilor

Prevenirea abandonului si a institutionali-
zarii copiilor reprezinta o prioritate majora pen-
tru protectia drepturilor si bunastarii acestora,
avand in vedere efectele negative pe termen
lung pe care le poate avea separarea de familie
asupra dezvoltdrii lor fizice, emotionale si soci-
ale. Implementarea unor strategii si masuri efi-
ciente de prevenire a acestor fenomene poate
contribui la protejarea copiilor si la asigurarea
unui mediu favorabil cresterii lor sanatoase si
echilibrate [3, p.118]. Prevenirea se poate re-
aliza pe mai multe nivele si prin interventii di-
verse, atat la nivel individual si familial, cat si la
nivel comunitar si institutional.

Conform cercetarilor de specialitate si
practicii acumulate de expertii din domeniu,

ilies and to promoting the best interests of the
child at all stages of social intervention.

In this regard, the research aims to ex-
amine general and specific preventive mech-
anisms applicable in the context of abandon-
ment and institutionalization, emphasizing
social policies, multidisciplinary interventions,
and the relevant legal framework. Additionally,
the paper explores the essential role of the so-
cial worker as a key actor in the early identifi-
cation of risks, counseling vulnerable families,
and implementing interventions intended to
maintain the child within the family environ-
ment. The article also investigates the decisive
contribution of the family in shaping child be-
havior, underlining its role in preventing delin-
quent conduct by ensuring a stable emotional
climate, appropriate parental supervision, and
educational support.

METHODOLOGY

The methodological foundation of this
study is based on the use of a diversified set of
research methods, which ensured a compre-
hensive and in-depth understanding of this so-
cial issue. Each method was selected according
to the specific purpose of the analysis and the
particular aspects under consideration. Thus,
throughout the development process, methods
such as logical, systemic, deductive, grammati-
cal, among others, were employed, each mak-
ing a significant contribution and complement-
ing one another to construct a coherent and
detailed analytical framework.

As methodological support for the inves-
tigation of the proposed subject, the works of
national and international theorists were uti-
lized, along with a set of normative acts.

DISCUSSIONS AND RESULTS

General and specific prevention of child
abandonment and institutionalization

The prevention of child abandonment
and institutionalization represents a major
priority for the protection of children’s rights
and well-being, given the long-term negative
effects that separation from the family can
have on their physical, emotional, and social
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riscul de abandon al copiilor este considera-
bil mai ridicat n cazul indivizilor proveniti din
medii sociale defavorizate. Printre acestia se
numara, cu precddere, persoanele care au tre-
cut prin experienta separarii parentale, copiii
institutionalizati, familiile sau indivizii cu un is-
toric repetat de abandon, mamele care isi cresc
singure copiii, persoanele afectate de violenta
domestica, exploatare sau trafic de persoane,
minorele insdrcinate, dar si femeile aflate in
procese de divort ori cele care nu mai mentin
nicio relatie cu tatal biologic al copilului.

Prevenirea abandonului si a
institutionalizarii copiilor reprezinta o prio-
ritate majora pentru protectia drepturilor si
bunastarii acestora, avand in vedere efectele
negative pe termen lung pe care le poate avea
separarea de familie asupra dezvoltarii lor fizi-
ce, emotionale si sociale. Implementarea unor
strategii si masuri eficiente de prevenire a
acestor fenomene poate contribui la protejarea
copiilor si la asigurarea unui mediu favorabil
cresterii lor sanatoase si echilibrate. Preveni-
rea se poate realiza pe mai multe nivele si prin
interventii diverse, la nivel atdt individual si
familial, cat si la cel comunitar si institutional.

La prevenirea abandonului si a
institutionalizarii copiilor, este esential ca
interventiile sa fie implementate in etape cheie
ale dezvoltarii copilului si In momentele critice
ale vietii sale. Aceasta presupune interventia
in mai multe etape, fiecare cu scopul de a pre-
veni aparitia unor situatii care ar putea duce la
separarea copilului de familie. Cele trei etape
majore In care este posibila interventia pentru
evitarea abandonului sunt:

1. perioada de pana la sarcing;

2. perioada sarcinii si nasterea;

3. primele luni dupa nastere [5].

Perioada de pdnd la sarcind. Prevenirea
abandonului incepe chiar inainte ca sarcina sa
aiba loc, prin educatia si informarea tinerelor
persoane despre responsabilitdtile parentale.
In aceastd etap3, se pot implementa masuri de
educatie sexuald, contraceptie si planificare fa-
miliald. Aceasta include:

- educarea tinerelor cupluri - instruirea
privind contraceptia, sdnatatea reproductiva si
responsabilitatile de a deveni parinti;

- acces la servicii de sanatate - crea-
rea unui sistem accesibil de servicii de sana-

development. The implementation of effective
strategies and measures to prevent these phe-
nomena can contribute to protecting children
and ensuring an environment conducive to
their healthy and balanced growth [3, p.118].
Prevention can be carried out on multiple lev-
els and through diverse interventions, both at
the individual, familial, community, and insti-
tutional levels.

According to specialized research and
the accumulated practice of experts in the field,
the risk of child abandonment is significantly
higher among individuals originating from dis-
advantaged social backgrounds. These include,
in particular, persons who have experienced
parental separation, institutionalized children,
families or individuals with a repeated histo-
ry of abandonment, single mothers, persons
affected by domestic violence, exploitation or
human trafficking, pregnant minors, as well as
women undergoing divorce or those who no
longer maintain any relationship with the bio-
logical father of the child.

Preventing child abandonment and in-
stitutionalization remains a key priority in
safeguarding their rights and welfare, consid-
ering the long-term adverse effects that family
separation may inflict on their physical, emo-
tional, and social development. Effective pre-
vention strategies and measures contribute to
protecting children and ensuring a supportive
environment for their healthy and balanced
upbringing. Prevention can be implemented at
various levels, with diverse interventions tar-
geting individuals, families, communities, and
institutions.

In preventing abandonment and institu-
tionalization, it is essential that interventions
be implemented at critical stages of the child’s
development and key life moments. This en-
tails intervention at multiple phases, each
aimed at preventing situations that might lead
to the child’s separation from the family. The
three major phases for potential intervention
to avoid abandonment are:

1. the pre-pregnancy period;

2. the pregnancy and birth period;

3. the first months after birth [5].

The pre-pregnancy period. Prevention
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tate pentru educarea cuplurilor cu privire la

- promovarea sanatatii mintale - educatia
despre sdanatatea mintala si importanta echili-
brului psihologic in perioada preconceptiei pen-
tru a evita situatiile de risc psihologic care pot
duce la abandonul copilului.

Astfel, perioada de pana la sarcina re-
prezintd una dintre cele mai sensibile si, toto-
data, provocatoare perioade in care se poate
interveni eficient In scopul prevenirii sarcini-
lor nedorite. Desi complexitatea interventiei in
aceasta faza este crescutd, ea ofera, In acelasi
timp, oportunitatea obtinerii celor mai eficien-
te rezultate, mai ales prin informare si consili-
ere timpurie. In acest context, este esential ca
medicii de familie sa furnizeze informatii adec-
vate si accesibile familiilor ori persoanelor afla-
te in situatii de risc, referitoare la metodele de
preventie si planificare familiald. Concomitent,
este necesara implicarea activa a asistentilor
sociali si a specialistilor in protectia copilului si
sprijin familial, care trebuie sa orienteze per-
soanele vulnerabile catre Cabinetele de sanata-
te a reproducerii si catre Centrele de sanatate
prietenoase tinerilor, pentru a le facilita acce-
sul la servicii de consiliere si mijloace moderne
de protectie [9, p.95].

Perioada sarcinii si nasterea. In aceasti
etapad, sprijinul viitoarelor mame este esential
pentru prevenirea abandonului, mai ales in ca-
zul mamelor vulnerabile sau aflate in dificulta-
te. Interventiile pot include:

- acces la servicii prenatale - asigurarea
unui acces usor si gratuit la servicii medicale
prenatale de calitate, care sa monitorizeze sa-
ndtatea mamei si a copilului, prevenind even-
tualele complicatii care ar putea afecta dezvol-
tarea copilului;

- sprijin psihologic pentru mame - ofe-
rirea de consiliere si suport psihologic pentru
femeile Insarcinate care se confrunta cu stres,
anxietate sau alte probleme emotionale ce le-ar
putea influenta capacitatea de a ingriji copilul
dupa nastere;

- asistentd sociala pentru mamele vulne-
rabile - programe care sprijinda mamele tinere,
mamele singure sau mamele provenind din
medii defavorizate, oferind solutii pentru inte-
grarea sociala si prevenirea izolatiei sociale.

Perioada sarcinii si nasterea constituie

of abandonment begins even before pregnan-
cy occurs, through education and informing
young individuals about parental responsibili-
ties. At this stage, measures such as sexual edu-
cation, contraception, and family planning can
be implemented. This includes:

- Education of young couples - training
on contraception, reproductive health, and the
responsibilities of becoming parents;

— Access to health services - establishing
an accessible health service system to educate
couples about the consequences of neglecting
family planning;

- Promotion of mental health - educa-
tion about mental health and the importance
of psychological balance during the preconcep-
tion period to avoid psychological risk situa-
tions that may lead to child abandonment.

Thus, the pre-pregnancy period repre-
sents one of the most sensitive and simultane-
ously challenging phases in which effective in-
tervention can be made to prevent unwanted
pregnancies. Although the complexity of inter-
ventions in this phase is high, it also offers the
opportunity to achieve the most effective re-
sults, especially through early information and
counseling. In this context, it is essential for fam-
ily doctors to provide appropriate and accessi-
ble information to families or individuals at risk
regarding prevention methods and family plan-
ning. Concurrently, active involvement of social
workers and specialists in child protection and
family support is necessary, as they must direct
vulnerable individuals to Reproductive Health
Offices and Youth-Friendly Health Centers to
facilitate their access to counseling services and
modern protective methods [9, p.95].

Pregnancy and birth period. At this stage,
support for expectant mothers is essential in
preventing abandonment, especially for vul-
nerable or disadvantaged mothers. Interven-
tions may include:

- Access to prenatal services - ensuring
easy and free access to quality prenatal medical
services that monitor the health of the mother
and child, preventing potential complications
that could affect the child’s development;

- Psychological support for mothers -
providing counseling and psychological support
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intervalul critic in care pot fi intreprinse cele
mai eficiente masuri de prevenire a abando-
nului copilului. In aceastd fazi, persoanele
expuse riscului de a recurge la abandon ma-
nifesta adesea incertitudine cu privire la de-
cizia finala. Gravidele, aflate sub presiunea
emotionald generata de apropierea nasterii,
resimt adesea teama si anxietate In raport cu
responsabilitatile maternitatii. Odata ce sarci-
na devine vizibild si nu mai poate fi ascunsg,
viitoarele mame au o acuta nevoie de sprijin
emotional, de validare si de consiliere, simtind
imperios nevoia de a se confesa unei persoane
de incredere si de a primi Indrumari clare pri-
vind optiunile si resursele disponibile.

In timpul sarcinii, prevenirea abandonu-
lui este un proces esential ce implica o respon-
sabilitate majora din partea unei echipe diverse
de profesionisti. Aceasta echipa include in mod
special medici de familie, asistenti sociali, psi-
hologi si specialisti in drepturile copilului sau in
sprijinul familiilor aflate in dificultate. Fiecare
dintre acesti profesionisti joaca un rol vital in
prevenirea abandonului prin oferirea de sprijin
adecvat si interventie timpurie, contribuind ast-
fel la protejarea sanatatii fizice si emotionale a
mamei si copilului nendscut [2, p.54].

Primele luni dupd nastere. Aceasta este
0 perioadad extrem de sensibild, cand copilul
are nevoie de ingrijire constanta si sprijin din
partea parintilor sau a persoanelor de ingrijire.
Interventiile in aceasta etapa sunt fundamen-
tale pentru prevenirea riscurilor de abandon,
inclusiv prin:

- suport postpartum pentru mame -
oferirea unui sprijin psihologic si social in-
tensiv mamelor in perioada postpartum, pre-
venind depresia postnatald si alte dificultati
emotionale care ar putea duce la neglijarea
copilului;

- incurajarea atasamentului parinte-co-
pil - programe care educa parintii cu privire
la importanta atasamentului emotional in pri-
mele luni de viata ale copilului, Incurajand o
relatie sandtoasa si afectiva;

- servicii de ingrijire a copilului si spri-
jin pentru familii - crearea unor servicii care sa
ofere asistenta parintilor la ingrijirea copilului,
astfel Tncat acestia sa se simta sustinuti si sa
nu ajunga sa simta presiunea de a renunta la
responsabilitatile parentale;

for pregnant women facing stress, anxiety, or
other emotional problems that might influence
their ability to care for the child after birth;

- Social assistance for vulnerable moth-
ers — programs that support young mothers,
single mothers, or mothers from disadvan-
taged backgrounds, offering solutions for social
integration and preventing social isolation.

The pregnancy and birth period is a
critical interval during which the most effec-
tive measures to prevent child abandonment
can be undertaken. At this stage, individuals
at risk of abandonment often experience un-
certainty about their final decision. Pregnant
women, under emotional pressure caused by
the approaching birth, often feel fear and anx-
iety about the responsibilities of motherhood.
Once the pregnancy becomes visible and can
no longer be concealed, expectant mothers
have an acute need for emotional support, val-
idation, and counseling, feeling a strong need
to confide in a trusted person and receive clear
guidance regarding available options and re-
sources.

During pregnancy, the prevention of
abandonment is an essential process that in-
volves significant responsibility on the part
of a diverse team of professionals. This team
particularly includes family doctors, social
workers, psychologists, and specialists in child
rights or family support services for those in
difficulty. Each of these professionals plays a
vital role in preventing abandonment by pro-
viding appropriate support and early interven-
tion, thereby contributing to the protection of
the physical and emotional health of both the
mother and the unborn child [2, p.54].

The first months after birth. This is an
extremely sensitive period when the child re-
quires constant care and support from parents
or caregivers. Interventions during this stage
are fundamental to preventing the risk of aban-
donment, including:

- Postpartum support for mothers - pro-
viding intensive psychological and social sup-
port to mothers during the postpartum peri-
od to prevent postnatal depression and other
emotional difficulties that could lead to child
neglect;
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- sprijin material pentru familii defavori-
zate - oferirea de ajutoare financiare sau materi-
ale pentru mamele care nu au mijloacele necesare
pentru Ingrijirea copilului sau care se confrunta
cu sdrdcie extremd, pentru a preveni abandonul
din cauza lipsurilor materiale [4, p.47].

Astfel, primele luni dupa nastere repre-
zintd o perioada extrem de delicata si provoca-
toare, mai ales pentru mamele care provin din
medii si familii cu dificultati. Aceste luni sunt
fundamentale pentru dezvoltarea legaturii
afective dintre mama si copil, dar si pentru sa-
nitatea emotionald a mamei. In aceasti perioa-
d3, este esential ca mama sd nu se simta izolata
sau marginalizatd, ci sa beneficieze de sprijin
emotional si social. Sentimentul de apartenenta
la comunitate, de conectare cu ceilalti, este cru-
cial pentru a preveni stresul si anxietatea care
pot aparea in fata noilor provocari parentale.

Unul dintre factorii cheie pentru preveni-
rea izolarii mamei este crearea unui sistem de
sprijin adecvat, care sa includd nu doar fami-
lia si prieteni, ci si profesionisti din domeniul
sanatatii si asistentei sociale. Mamele care sunt
sprijinite de retele sociale stabile, care bene-
ficiaza de consiliere psihologica si asistenta
sociala, sunt mult mai bine echipate pentru a
face fata provocadrilor primei perioade dupa
nastere.

In concluzia celor spuse, prevenirea
abandonului si a institutionalizarii copiilor
trebuie sa inceapa cu interventii timpurii,
care sa ajute familiile si copiii sa depaseasca
dificultatile intampinate, mai ales In primele
etape ale dezvoltarii. Masurile care sunt aplica-
te In perioada pre-conceptionald, sarcina si in
primele luni de viata ale copilului pot reduce
semnificativ riscul de abandon si pot asigura
o dezvoltare sandtoasa si stabila a copilului in
cadrul unei familii functionale. Interventiile nu
doar ca protejeaza copilul, dar sprijina si fa-
milia sa isi Indeplineasca rolul sdau esential de
crestere si educare a acestuia.

Pe buna dreptate se constata faptul ca
mecanismele si instrumentele nationale de
prevenire generala a abandonului familial si a
institutionalizarii copiilor sunt esentiale pen-
tru asigurarea protectiei drepturilor copilului
si reducerea numarului de copii care ajung in
institutii de ocrotire. In multe tiri, inclusiv in
Republica Moldova, au fost dezvoltate politici,

- Encouraging parent-child attachment
- programs that educate parents on the im-
portance of emotional attachment during the
child’s first months of life, fostering a healthy
and affectionate relationship;

— Childcare services and family support
- establishing services that assist parents in
child-rearing, so that they feel supported and
do not experience pressure to abandon paren-
tal responsibilities;

- Material support for disadvantaged
families - providing financial or material aid to
mothers who lack the necessary means to care
for their child or face extreme poverty, in order
to prevent abandonment due to material depri-
vation [4, p.47].

Thus, the first months after birth rep-
resent an extremely delicate and challenging
period, especially for mothers coming from
disadvantaged backgrounds or families facing
difficulties. These months are crucial for devel-
oping the emotional bond between mother and
child, as well as for the emotional well-being of
the mother. During this period, it is essential
that the mother does not feel isolated or mar-
ginalized but rather benefits from emotion-
al and social support. A sense of belonging to
the community and connection with others is
crucial to prevent stress and anxiety that may
arise in the face of new parental challenges.

One of the key factors in preventing the
mother’s isolation is the establishment of an
adequate support system that includes not
only family and friends but also professionals
in health and social assistance. Mothers who
are supported by stable social networks and
receive psychological counseling and social as-
sistance are much better equipped to cope with
the challenges of the early postpartum period.

In summary, the prevention of child
abandonment and institutionalization must be-
gin with early interventions aimed at helping
families and children overcome the challenges
they face, particularly during the initial stag-
es of development. Measures applied during
the preconception period, pregnancy, and the
first months of a child’s life can significantly re-
duce the risk of abandonment and ensure the
healthy and stable development of the child
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strategii si programe care vizeaza prevenirea
abandonului si sprijinirea familiilor aflate in
dificultate. Aceste mecanisme se bazeaza pe
colaborarea intre institutiile guvernamentale,
autoritatile publice locale si organizatiile negu-
vernamentale, cu scopul de a proteja copiii de
separarea de familie si de a sprijini parintii sa
depaseasca dificultatile financiare, emotionale
sau sociale.

Astfel, in multe tdri, inclusiv in Republica
Moldova, exista un cadru legislativ care garan-
teaza drepturile copiilor si previne separarea
acestora de familie. Legile privind protectia co-
pilului (In cadrul legislatiei Republicii Moldova,
ne referim la Legea nr.140 privind protectia
speciala a copiilor aflati in situatie de risc si
a copiilor separati de parinti, din 14.06.2013,
si Legea nr.370 privind drepturile copilului,
din 30.11.2023) stabilesc principiile si masu-
rile necesare pentru prevenirea abandonului
si institutionalizarii copiilor. Se are in vedere
dreptul copilului la ingrijire si educatie in ca-
drul familiei si obligatia autoritatilor de a in-
terveni pentru sprijinirea familiilor aflate in
dificultate.

De asemenea, Strategia nationala de
protectie a copilului si Planurile de actiune pen-
tru implementarea acestei strategii ofera un ca-
dru de interventie clar, care vizeaza prevenirea
separarii copiilor de familiile lor si oferirea unui
suport de inlocuire a institutionalizarii acesto-
ra prin alternative de ingrijire de tip familial.
Asadar, prin aprobarea Programului national
pentru protectia copilului pe anii 2022-2026
si a Planului de actiuni pentru implementarea
acestuia, o atentie deosebita a fost acordata
incluziunii sociale a copiilor cu dizabilitati si a
copiilor din sistemul de ingrijire alternativa de
alternative de tip familial.

Aceste eforturi se datoreaza inclusiv
implementarii Strategiei pentru protectia co-
pilului in perioada 2014-2020, aprobatd prin
Hotararea Guvernului nr. 434/2013, si Planu-
lui de actiuni pentru anii 2016-2020 privind
implementarea acesteia, aprobat prin Hotara-
rea Guvernului nr.835/2016, care au orientat
interventiile statului pe trei obiective generale,
si anume:

1) asigurarea conditiilor necesare pentru
cresterea si educatia copiilor in mediul familial;

within a functional family environment. These
interventions not only protect the child but
also support the family in fulfilling its essential
role in the child’s upbringing and education.

Consequently, it is rightly acknowledged
that national mechanisms and tools for the
general prevention of family abandonment and
institutionalization are crucial for safeguard-
ing children’s rights and reducing the number
of children placed in care institutions. In many
countries, including the Republic of Moldova,
policies, strategies, and programs have been
developed to prevent abandonment and sup-
port families in difficulty. These mechanisms
rely on cooperation between governmental
institutions, local authorities, and non-govern-
mental organizations, with the aim of protect-
ing children from family separation and assist-
ing parents in overcoming financial, emotional,
or social hardships.

Thus, many countries, including Moldo-
va, have established a legislative framework
that guarantees children’s rights and prevents
their separation from families. Child protec-
tion laws (in Moldova, specifically Law No. 140
on the special protection of children at risk
and children separated from parents, dated
14.06.2013, and Law No. 370 on the rights of
the child, dated 30.11.2023) set out the prin-
ciples and necessary measures for preventing
child abandonment and institutionalization.
These laws include the child’s right to care and
education within the family and the obligation
of authorities to intervene to support families
in difficulty.

Furthermore, national strategies such
as the National Child Protection Strategy and
its associated Action Plans provide a clear in-
tervention framework aimed at preventing
children’s separation from their families and
offering family-type alternative care as a re-
placement for institutionalization.

Accordingly, the adoption of the National
Child Protection Program for 2022-2026 and
its Implementation Action Plan placed special
emphasis on the social inclusion of children
with disabilities and children in residential al-
ternative care systems, as well as on promoting
family-type alternative care.
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2) prevenirea si combaterea violentei,
movarea practicilor nonviolente la cresterea si
educarea copiilor;

3) concilierea vietii de familie cu activita-
tea profesionala pentru asigurarea cresterii si
dezvoltarii armonioase a copilului [10].

Conform wunei evaludri intermediare
realizate de UNICEF Moldova in 2019, la im-
plementarea documentelor strategice s-au
obtinut progrese semnificative In mai multe
domenii esentiale. Printre acestea se numa-
ra reducerea considerabilda a numadrului de
copii plasati in institutii rezidentiale, In spe-
cial In randul celor din grupa de varsta 0-3
ani, precum si o imbunatatire semnificativa a
capacitatii specialistilor de a identifica cazuri-
le de violenta, abuz si neglijare asupra copiilor.
Cu toate acestea, evaluarea a subliniat ca anu-
mite domenii ale Planului de actiuni au fost mai
putin abordate, precum dezvoltarea sistemelor
informationale si imbunatatirea procesului de
monitorizare si evaluare. Aceste lacune au avut
un impact negativ asupra eficientei mecanis-
melor de feedback, ceea ce a dus la dificultati
ce tin de atingerea obiectivelor si rezultatelor
dorite.

Aceasta evaluare subliniazd atatrealizari-
le importante, cat si provocarile cu care se con-
frunta implementarea strategiilor de protectie
a copilului in Republica Moldova. Reducerea
institutionalizarii copiilor si Tmbunatatirea
identificarii cazurilor de abuz reprezinta pro-
grese considerabile, dar pentru ca aceste
initiative sa fie durabile si eficace pe termen
lung, este esential ca autoritatile sa investeasca
in continuare in dezvoltarea unor instrumente
si procese de monitorizare si evaluare, care sa
permitd ajustarea rapida a interventiilor. De
asemenea, cresterea capacitatii de a colecta si
utiliza date In timp real ar putea sprijini o mai
buna coordonare a actiunilor intre toate partile
implicate, ceea ce ar facilita atingerea obiecti-
velor In domeniul protectiei copilului.

Conform datelor statistice, numarul copi-
ilor aflati in situatii de risc a crescut substantial
1n ultimii ani, de la 3743 de cazuri noi 1n 2022,
pana la 8005 de cazuri noi in 2024. Motivul
principal il constituie neglijarea (2241 de ca-
zuri in 2022, 5569 in 2023 si 6243 in 2024),
precum si tipul de neglijare, care, potrivit date-

These efforts build upon the implemen-
tation of the Child Protection Strategy for
2014-2020, approved by Government Decision
No. 434/2013, and the Action Plan for 2016-
2020, approved by Government Decision No.
835/2016, which focused state interventions
on three general objectives:

- ensuring the necessary conditions for
the upbringing and education of children with-
in the family environment;

- preventing and combating violence,
neglect, and exploitation of children, as well as
promoting non-violent practices in child-rear-
ing and education;

- reconciling family life with profession-
al activity to ensure the harmonious growth
and development of the child [10].

According to an interim evaluation con-
ducted by UNICEF Moldova in 2019 regarding
the implementation of strategic documents in
the field of child protection, significant pro-
gress has been made in several key areas. No-
tably, there has been a considerable reduction
in the number of children placed in residential
institutions, particularly among those aged 0-3
years, as well as a substantial improvement
in specialists’ capacity to identify cases of vio-
lence, abuse, and neglect of children. However,
the evaluation highlighted that certain areas of
the Action Plan were less addressed, especially
the development of information systems and
the enhancement of monitoring and evaluation
processes. These gaps negatively impacted the
effectiveness of feedback mechanisms, leading
to difficulties in achieving the desired objec-
tives and results.

This evaluation underscores both im-
portant achievements and ongoing challenges
in implementing child protection strategies
in the Republic of Moldova. While the reduc-
tion of child institutionalization and improved
identification of abuse cases represent notable
progress, ensuring the sustainability and long-
term effectiveness of these initiatives requires
further investment by authorities in develop-
ing more efficient monitoring and evaluation
tools and processes that allow rapid adjust-
ment of interventions. Additionally, increasing
the capacity to collect and utilize real-time data
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lor din 2024, afecteaza acoperirea necesitatilor
de baza pentru supravietuire si dezvoltare -
alimentara, vestimentatie si igiena.

In paralel cu cresterea numirului co-
piilor aflati in situatii de risc s-a inregistrat o
tendinta generala de majorare si a numarului
copiilor separati de parinti: 12749 de copii in
2022;197681n 2023 si 15403 in 2024, potrivit
acelorasi raportdri anuale. Cauza principala a
separdrii a fost plecarea singurului sau ambilor
parinti In strdindtate: 88% dintre cazurile noi
in 2022,92% in 2023 si 90% in 2024. Grupuri-
le de varsta cele mai afectate de acest fenomen
au fost cele de 7-15 ani, urmate de copii cu var-
ste cuprinse intre 3 si 6 ani [15].

Ingrijirea alternativa de tip familial a fi-
cut progrese semnificative, fiind in continuare
preferata, tutela si curatela reprezentand princi-
palele forme de ingrijire a copiilor in situatii de
risc. In ciuda reducerii considerabile a numaru-
lui de scoli-internat, ingrijirea alternativa de tip
rezidential a inceput sa creasca treptat. Aceasta
tendinta sugereaza o adaptare partiald a siste-
mului, dar 1n acelasi timp, alte forme de Ingriji-
re alternativa de tip familial, cum ar fi asistenta
parentala profesionista si casele de copii de tip
familial, au avut o dezvoltare mult mai lenta.

Aceasta situatie indica faptul c3, desi In-
de tip familial, existd inca multe provocari de
depasit. Desi tutela si curatela raman optiuni
esentiale si eficiente pentru asigurarea copi-
ilor unei vieti stabile si sigure, expansiunea si
ifmbunatatirea altor forme de Ingrijire alterna-
tiva, cum ar fi asistenta parentald profesionistad,
ar putea oferi solutii suplimentare mai flexibile,
mai ales In zonele unde resursele sunt limitate.

In ingrijire alternativa de tip rezidential
au continuat sa ajunga copii fara dispozitia
autoritatii tutelare. Astfel, in anul 2022, numa-
rul celor plasati In institutii de tip rezidential
fara dispozitia autoritatii tutelare teritoriale a
fost de 544 de copii; 369 de copii In 2023si in
2024 - 191 de copii.

in urma analizelor realizare, s-a consta-
tat faptul ca prevenirea separarii copiilor de
parinti este abordata la nivel local In cadrul
Serviciului social de sprijin pentru familiile cu
copii, precum si Serviciului social Asistenta
personald, care, in 2018, au fost introduse in
pachetul minim de servicii sociale (Hotdrarea

could support better coordination among all
involved parties, facilitating the achievement
of child protection goals.

Statistical data show a substantial in-
crease in the number of children at risk in re-
cent years, from 3,743 new cases in 2022 to
8,005 new cases in 2024. The primary cause
is neglect (2,241 cases in 2022, 5,569 in 2023,
and 6,243 in 2024), particularly forms of ne-
glect that affect the basic survival and develop-
ment needs—nutrition, clothing, and hygiene.
Concurrently with the rise in children at risk,
there has been a general upward trend in the
number of children separated from their par-
ents: 12,749 in 2022; 19,768 in 2023; and
15,403 in 2024, according to the same annual
reports. The main cause of separation was pa-
rental migration abroad, accounting for 88% of
new cases in 2022, 92% in 2023, and 90% in
2024. The most affected age groups were 7-15
years, followed by 3-6 years.

Significant progress has been made in
family-type alternative care, with guardian-
ship and custody remaining the primary forms
of care for children at risk. However, despite
a considerable decrease in boarding schools,
residential alternative care has gradually in-
creased, indicating a partial adaptation of the
system. Meanwhile, other forms of family-type
alternative care, such as professional foster
care and family-type children’s homes, have
developed more slowly, highlighting existing
challenges in expanding and improving these
services.

Furthermore, children continued to be
placed in residential institutions without the
decision of the guardianship authorities, with
544 children placed in 2022, 369 in 2023, and
191 in 2024. This points to the need for stricter
control and regulation of such placements.

The analysis showed that prevention of
child-parent separation is addressed locally
through social support services for families
with children and personal assistance servic-
es, introduced in the minimum social services
package in 2018 by Government Decision no.
800/2008. Nevertheless, although the number
of children at risk increased, financial assis-
tance for secondary family support was provid-

202



<$tiin1;e Juridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 21/ 2025, ISSN 1857-0976, E-ISSN 2953-6898 )

Guvernului nr. 800/2008 pentru aprobarea
pachetului minim de servicii sociale si modi-
ficarea Regulamentului cu privire la modul de
stabilire si plata a ajutorului material).

Prin urmare, desi numarul copiilor aflati
in situatie de risc a fost in crestere, ajutorul ba-
nesc in cadrul sprijinului familial secundar a
fost oferit unui numar din ce In ce mai redus
de copii, si anume la 8099 de copii 1n 2018 si la
7534 de copii in 2019. In acelasi timp, per total,
de acest serviciu au beneficiat, in 2018, 60336
de copii, iar in 2019 - 34989 de copii.

Totusi, cea mai importanta masurd de
prevenire a abandonului familial rdmane asi-
gurarea unor conditii de trai corespunzatoare
si stabilirea unui mediu sanatos, care sa spri-
jine parintii si familiile sa ramana unite, fara
a ajunge in fata fenomenului abandonului si
institutionalizarii. Astfel, autoritatile ar trebui
sa acorde o atentie mai mare nu doar la nivel de
interventie de urgenta, ci si prin politici pe ter-
men lung care sa sprijine stabilitatea si sana-
tatea familiei, evitand astfel masuri drastice si
costisitoare, cum ar fi plasamentul institutional.

Prevenirea individuala sau speciald se
referd la masurile si strategiile orientate spre
reducerea riscurilor sau prevenirea aparitiei
unor probleme, comportamente sau situatii
negative care pot afecta in mod direct o per-
soand ori un grup specific. Aceste interventii
sunt personalizate si adaptate nevoilor indivi-
duale, avand in vedere particularitatile fiecarei
persoane sau grupuri vulnerabile. In contextul
social, prevenirea individuala include masuri
care vizeaza protejarea unei persoane de ris-
curi specifice, iar prevenirea speciald se con-
centreaza pe grupuri cu nevoi speciale, care ne-
cesita o atentie mai deosebitd pentru a preveni
anumite traume sau situatii dificile [13, p.62].

In contextul protectiei copilului, preveni-
rea speciala se refera la masurile si interventiile
care sunt concepute pentru a preveni abando-
nul copiilor si institutionalizarea acestora, in
mod special In familiile care se afla in situatii
de risc sau vulnerabilitate socialda. Abandonul
copilului si institutionalizarea pot aparea ca ur-
mare a unor circumstante cum ar fi saracia ex-
tremd, violenta domesticd, abuzul de substante
nocive sau lipsa de suport social, iar prevenirea
acestora presupune interventii personalizate si
adaptate fiecdrui caz in parte.

ed to a decreasing number of children—8,099
in 2018 and 7,534 in 2019. Overall, 60,336 chil-
dren benefited from this service in 2018 and
34,989 in 2019.

Ultimately, the most important measure
for preventing family abandonment remains
ensuring adequate living conditions and estab-
lishing a healthy environment that supports
parents and families to remain united, there-
by avoiding abandonment and institutionali-
zation. Authorities should therefore focus not
only on emergency interventions but also on
long-term policies that support family stability
and well-being, preventing costly and drastic
measures such as institutional placement.

Individual or special prevention refers
to measures and strategies aimed at reducing
risks or preventing the emergence of problems,
behaviors, or negative situations directly affect-
ing a specific person or vulnerable group. These
interventions are personalized and tailored to
the needs of individuals or groups with special
needs, requiring particular attention to prevent
trauma or difficult situations [13, p.62].

In the context of child protection, special
prevention refers to measures and interven-
tions designed to prevent child abandonment
and institutionalization, particularly within
families facing risk or social vulnerability. Child
abandonment and institutionalization can oc-
cur due to circumstances such as extreme pov-
erty, domestic violence, substance abuse, or
lack of social support. Preventing these issues
requires personalized and case-specific inter-
ventions.

Special prevention of child abandonment
and institutionalization may include a wide
range of measures, from financial assistance
and counseling for families to educational and
health interventions aimed at improving par-
ents’ living conditions and supporting them in
raising and caring for their children. Thus, the
prevention of abandonment and institutionali-
zation becomes an integrated process focused
on protecting children within their natural
family environment, reducing risks that could
lead to their separation from family and place-
ment in state institutions. This involves specific
interventions and targeted measures aimed at
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Prevenirea speciald a abandonului si
institutionalizarii copiilor poate include o
gama largd de masuri, de la sprijin financiar
si consiliere pentru familii, pana la interventii
educationale si de sdnatate, menite sa
fmbunatateasca conditiile de trai ale parintilor
si sa le ofere suport pentru cresterea si Ingriji-
rea copiilor. Astfel, prevenirea abandonului si
institutionalizarii devine un proces integrat, ce
urmareste sa protejeze copiii in mediul lor fa-
milial natural, reducand riscurile care ar putea
duce la separarea lor de familie si plasarea in
institutii de stat. Aceasta se referd la un set de
interventii specifice si masuri orientate catre
identificarea si sprijinirea grupurilor de risc,
cum ar fi familiile aflate In dificultate econo-
mic3, sociald sau psihologica. Scopul principal
este prevenirea separdrii copiilor de familiile
lor, prin oferirea de suport si resurse care sa
contribuie la mentinerea unitatii familiale si la
promovarea unui mediu sanatos si stabil pen-
tru dezvoltarea copilului.

Unul dintre primele aspecte ale preveni-
rii speciale este identificarea din timp a famili-
ilor sau copiilor care se afla intr-o situatie vul-
nerabila. Acestea includ familiile cu dificultati
financiare, cu parinti care sufera de boli men-
tale, abuz de substante nocive sau alte proble-
me care pot afecta capacitatea lor de a ingriji
corespunzator copiii. Printr-o monitorizare
eficienta a acestor grupuri, se pot implementa
interventii timpurii care sa previna o eventuala
separare a copilului de familie.

La prevenirea speciald, serviciile de
asistentd sociald joaca un rol esential in
interventiile care vizeaza sustinerea si prote-
jarea familiilor aflate in dificultate. Aceste ser-
vicii nu doar ca raspund la crize imediate, dar
au si un rol preventiv, ajutand familiile aflate la
evidenta sociald sa depaseasca situatiile difici-
le si sd isi construiasca un mediu stabil si sigur
pentru cresterea copiilor.

Unul dintre aspectele fundamentale ale
serviciilor de asistentd sociala pentru preveni-
rea speciala este consilierea psihologica, care
ofera sprijin atat parintilor, cat si copiilor. Consi-
lierea poate ajuta familiile sa Inteleaga mai bine
dinamica relatiilor lor si sa dezvolte abilitati de
rezolvare a conflictelor, gestionare a stresului si
imbunatatire a comunicarii [14, p.111]. Aceasta
este esentiala mai ales In cazul familiilor care

identifying and supporting at-risk groups, such
as families experiencing economic, social, or
psychological difficulties. The primary goal is
to prevent the separation of children from their
families by providing support and resources
that help maintain family unity and promote a
healthy and stable environment for the child’s
development.

One of the first aspects of special pre-
vention is the early identification of families
or children in vulnerable situations. These
include families facing financial difficulties,
parents with mental health issues, substance
abuse problems, or other challenges that may
affect their capacity to properly care for their
children. Through effective monitoring of these
groups, early interventions can be implement-
ed to prevent potential separation of the child
from the family.

In special prevention, social assistance
services play a crucial role in interventions
aimed at supporting and protecting families in
difficulty. These services not only respond to
immediate crises but also serve a preventive
function by helping families registered with so-
cial services to overcome challenges and build a
stable and safe environment for raising children.

A fundamental element of social assis-
tance services in special prevention is psycho-
logical counseling, which provides support to
both parents and children. Counseling can help
families better understand their relationship
dynamics and develop skills in conflict resolu-
tion, stress management, and communication
improvement [14, p.111]. This is especial-
ly essential for families dealing with mental
health issues, trauma, or chronic stress, which
can negatively affect relationships and, conse-
quently, the child’s development. Furthermore,
counseling can prevent situations that might
lead to abuse or neglect by early identification
of signs of stress or family dysfunction.

Another vital service offered by social
assistance is individual financial aid to persons
known to be in difficult situations that threat-
en the family’s future. Families experiencing
economic vulnerability often face an increased
risk of child abandonment due to an inability
to meet basic needs (food, clothing, education),
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se confruntd cu probleme de sdnatate menta-
13, traume sau stres cronic, care pot afecta ne-
gativ relatiile si, implicit, dezvoltarea copilului.
In plus, consilierea poate preveni aparitia unor
situatii care ar putea duce la abuzuri sau negli-
jare, prin identificarea timpurie a semnelor de
stres sau disfunctionalitate familiala.

Un alt serviciu vital oferit de serviciile so-
ciale este asistenta financiara individuala pen-
tru persoanele despre care se cunoaste ca se
afla in situatii dificile ce ar pune in pericol vii-
torul familiei. De multe ori, familiile care se afla
in situatii de vulnerabilitate economica pot fi
supuse unui risc crescut de abandon al copiilor
din cauza imposibilitdtii de a asigura nevoile
de baza ale acestora (mancare, imbracaminte,
educatie), fapt pentru care fatd de aceste familii
este necesard instaurarea unui altfel de control.

Asistenta financiara poate ajuta la aco-
perirea acestor nevoi fundamentale, dar si la
reducerea stresului economic al parintilor,
ceea ce contribuie la prevenirea situatiilor de
abandon. Mai mult, prin aceste masuri, famili-
ile vulnerabile pot fi sustinute pentru a rama-
ne Impreund, in loc ca copiii sa fie plasati in
institutii de protectie. In acest sens, se constata
si faptul cad prevenirea speciald a abandonului
si a institutionalizarii este strans legata de poli-
tica sociala si de masurile economice care ajuta
familiile aflate in dificultate.

De remarcat ideea cad parintii trebuie sa
fie incurajati si sustinuti In vederea dezvoltarii
unor abilitati parentale adecvate, In special in
ceea ce priveste gestionarea comportamentu-
lui copilului, comunicarea si mentinerea unui
mediu emotional stabil si sigur. Prin sesiuni de
formare si consiliere, parintii pot invata cum
sa raspunda nevoilor emotionale si psiholo-
gice ale copiilor, prevenind astfel riscurile de
neglijentd si abuz.

Preventia speciala si individuala a aban-
donului familial depinde de colaborarea stransa
si eficienta intre diverse institutii si organizatii,
fiecare avand un rol esential In monitorizarea
si sprijinirea familiilor vulnerabile. Acest tip de
preventie nu poate fi realizat in mod eficient de
o singura entitate, avand In vedere complexita-
tea factorilor care pot duce la abandonul copi-
lului.

Fiecare institutie aduce un unghi diferit
asupra situatiei familiei, iar o abordare integra-

necessitating a different type of monitoring
and registration for these families.

Financial assistance can help cover these
fundamental needs and reduce parents’ eco-
nomic stress, contributing to the prevention
of abandonment situations. Moreover, these
measures support vulnerable families to stay
together rather than having children placed in
protective institutions.

In this regard, it is also noted that the
special prevention of abandonment and insti-
tutionalization is closely linked to social poli-
cies and economic measures that assist fami-
lies in difficulty.

Thus, it is important to note that par-
ents should be encouraged and supported in
developing adequate parenting skills, particu-
larly regarding managing child behavior, com-
munication, and maintaining a stable and safe
emotional environment. Through training ses-
sions and counseling, parents can learn how
to respond to the emotional and psychologi-
cal needs of their children, thereby preventing
risks of neglect and abuse.

Special and individual prevention of fam-
ily abandonment indeed depends on close and
effective collaboration among various institu-
tions and organizations, each having a crucial
role in monitoring and supporting vulnerable
families. This type of prevention cannot be ef-
fectively carried out by a single entity, consid-
ering the complexity of factors that can lead to
child abandonment.

Each institution provides a different per-
spective on the family’s situation, and an inte-
grated approach is necessary to prevent the
separation of children from their parents and
their institutionalization.

The role of each institution in preventing
family abandonment:

- The family doctor plays an essential
role in the early identification of possible
risks. They have detailed knowledge of the
family’s medical and social history, including
the health status of parents and children. For
example, if a family faces financial difficulties
or mental health problems, the doctor can
notice signs of potential risks and recommend
interventions or refer families to other services
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td este necesara pentru a preveni separarea co-
piilor de parinti si institutionalizarea acestora.

Rolul fiecdrei institutii In prevenirea
abandonului familial:

- Medicul de familie joaca un rol esential
in identificarea timpurie a posibilelor riscuri.
Acesta are o cunoastere detaliata a istoricului
medical si social al familiei, inclusiv despre
starea de sanatate a parintilor si a copiilor. De
exemplu, daca o familie se afla in dificultati fi-
nanciare sau are probleme de sanatate menta-
13, medicul poate observa semnele unor posi-
bile riscuri si va recomanda interventii sau va
directiona familiile catre alte servicii (asistenta
sociala, consiliere psihologicd). De asemenea,
medicul de familie poate fi primul care sesizea-
zd problemele legate de violenta domestica sau
de neglijarea copilului, avand un rol crucial in
interventiile timpurii [18, p.591];

- Asistentul social este cel care are o
cunoastere detaliata a riscurilor sociale si eco-
nomice cu care se confruntd familia. Acesta
poate evalua situatia sociala a familiei si poate
oferi sprijin direct, cum ar fi ajutorul financiar,
consilierea si orientarea spre alte servicii [6,
p.132]. Asistentul social are, de asemenea, un
rol important in identificarea si prevenirea ris-
curilor de abuz sau neglijare, avand in vedere
ca este In contact direct cu familia si poate ob-
serva semnele de stres, violentd sau abuz. Aces-
ta lucreaza in colaborare cu alti profesionisti
pentru a asigura un sprijin integrat.

- Politia are o influenta nemijlocita asu-
pra protejarii copilului si prevenirii unor ris-
curi legate de violenta domestica sau abuzuri.
Daca exista conflicte In familie sau semne de
abuz, politia poate interveni rapid si va lua ma-
suri pentru protejarea copilului, dar si pentru a
sprijini familia in vederea solutionarii conflic-
telor [8, p.319];

- Scolile joaca un rol esential in preve-
nirea abandonului familial, avidnd in vedere ca
educatia este un factor-cheie pentru preveni-
rea marginalizarii copiilor si a abandonului lor
de catre familie. Profesorii si personalul scolii
pot observa semnele de neglijare sau abuz
asupra copiilor si vor interveni, de asemenea,
prin raportarea catre autoritatile competente.
In plus, scoala poate oferi sprijin educational si
emotional, contribuind astfel la stabilitatea si
dezvoltarea copiilor. In multe cazuri, scolile co-

(social assistance, psychological counseling).
Additionally, the family doctor may be the first
to detect issues related to domestic violence
or child neglect, playing a crucial role in early
interventions [18, p.591];

- The social worker has detailed
knowledge of the social and economic risks
faced by the family. They can assess the
family’s social situation and provide direct
support, such as financial aid, counseling, and
guidance toward other services [6, p.132].
The social worker also plays an important
role in identifying and preventing abuse or
neglect risks, as they are in direct contact with
the family and can observe signs of stress,
violence, or abuse. They collaborate with other
professionals to ensure integrated support;

- The police have a direct influence
in protecting the child and preventing risks
related to domestic violence or abuse. If there
are conflicts within the family or signs of abuse,
the police can intervene quickly and take
measures to protect the child as well as support
the family in resolving conflicts [8, p.319];

- Schools play a crucial role in prevent-
ing family abandonment, considering that ed-
ucation is a key factor in preventing children’s
marginalization and abandonment by their
families. Teachers and school staff can observe
signs of neglect or abuse and intervene by re-
porting to the competentauthorities. Moreover,
schools can provide educational and emotional
support, contributing to children’s stability and
development. In many cases, schools collabo-
rate with social workers and psychologists to
assist children and their families;

- Non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) have a vital role in supporting vulner-
able families by offering counseling services,
financial assistance, parental education, and
psychological support. Many NGOs focus on
child rights protection and preventing abuse or
abandonment, working closely with local au-
thorities and other institutions to provide com-
prehensive support for families in crisis.

In conclusion, preventing family aban-
donment is not the responsibility of a single
institution or organization but a collective ef-
fort requiring constant communication and col-
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laboreaza cu asistenti sociali si psihologi pen-
tru a oferi ajutor copiilor si familiilor acestora;

- Organizatiile non-guvernamentale
(ONG) au un rol vital In sprijinirea familiilor vul-
nerabile, oferind servicii de consiliere, asistenta
financiara, educatie parentala si sprijin psiholo-
gic. Multe ONG-uri se concentreaza pe protectia
drepturilor copilului si pe prevenirea abuzurilor
sau abandonului, lucrand in stransa colaborare
cu autoritatile locale si alte institutii pentru a
oferi un sprijin complet familiilor aflate in criza.

in concluzie, prevenirea abandonului
familial nu este doar responsabilitatea unei
singure institutii sau organizatii, ci un efort co-
lectiv care necesita comunicare si colaborare
constanta intre diferite sectoare ale societatii.
Printr-un sistem integrat, In care fiecare
institutie joaca rolul sau specific, se identifica
si abordeaza mai eficient riscurile care pot con-
duce la separarea copiilor de familiile lor.

Rolul asistentului social in prevenirea
abandonului copilului

Unuldintre indicatorii esentiali de dezvol-
tare si implementare a activitatilor de asistenta
sociala pentru mame si familii aflate in risc de
abandon al copilului este constientizarea feno-
menului de dezadaptare familiala. Asistentul
social trebuie sa inteleaga ca dezadaptarea nu
este specifica doar anumitor tipuri de familii,
ci poate afecta orice categorie care se confrun-
ta cu dificultati semnificative si nu a reusit sa
depdseasca crize existentiale de ordin econo-
mic, emotional sau social.

Pentru a interveni eficient, este crucial ca
asistentul social sa fie capabil sa identifice si sa
evalueze indicatorii comportamentali care sem-
naleaza fenomenul de dezadaptare. Acesti indi-
catori potinclude, printre altele, izolare socialg,
imposibilitatea de a face fata responsabilitatilor
de zi cu zi, comportamente agresive sau de ne-
glijare fata de copii, precum si absenta unui
plan stabil de viitor. Recunoasterea acestor
semne permite interventia timpurie, oferind
suport si resurse pentru a ajuta familia sa
depdaseasca crizele si sa previna abandonul co-
pilului. Interventiile trebuie sa fie adaptate la
nevoile fiecarei familii, tinand cont de factorii
specifici care cauzeaza dezadaptarea, pentru a
asigura o recuperare sustenabila si un mediu
sanatos de dezvoltare a copilului.

laboration among different sectors of society.
Through an integrated system, where each insti-
tution plays its specific role, risks leading to the
separation of children from their families can be
identified and addressed more effectively.

The role of the social worker in pre-
venting child abandonment

One of the essential indicators in the de-
velopment and implementation of social assis-
tance activities for mothers and families at risk
of child abandonment is the awareness of the
phenomenon of family maladaptation. The so-
cial worker must understand that maladapta-
tion is not specific only to certain types of fam-
ilies but can affect any category of family facing
significant difficulties that have not been over-
come, whether economic, emotional, or social
crises.

To intervene effectively, it is crucial for
the social worker to be able to identify and as-
sess behavioral indicators signaling the phe-
nomenon of maladaptation. These indicators
may include, among others, social isolation,
inability to cope with daily responsibilities,
aggressive or neglectful behaviors toward chil-
dren, as well as the absence of a stable future
plan. Recognizing these signs allows early in-
tervention, providing support and resources
to help the family overcome crises and prevent
child abandonment. Interventions must be tai-
lored to each family’s needs, considering the
specific factors causing maladaptation, to en-
sure sustainable recovery and a healthy envi-
ronment for the child’s development.

It is extremely important for the social
worker to distinguish situations where col-
laboration with the mother and/or family is
possible from those requiring stricter child
protection methods. Taking into account the
problems faced by families, indicators of diffi-
culty and maladaptation, the following types of
families may potentially require professional
involvement by the social worker to prevent
child abandonment:

- Single-parent families;

- Families headed by lone mothers;

- Families with children with disabilities;

- Families where one or both parents
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Pentru asistentul social este extrem de
importanta capacitatea de a delimita situatiile
in care este posibila colaborarea cu mama si/
sau familia si situatiile ce solicita metode dure
de protectie a copilului. Astfel, ludnd in consi-
deratie problemele cu care se confrunta famili-
ile, indicatorii situatiilor de dificultate si deza-
daptare a familiei, specificam tipurile de familii
care eventual pot necesita implicatii profesio-
niste ale asistentului social in vederea preveni-
rii abandonului copilului:

- familii incomplete;

- familii constituite din mame solitare;

- familii cu copii cu dizabilitati;

- familii cu unul sau ambii parinti cu
dizabilitati;

- familii reorganizate;

- familii ale migrantilor;

- familii In care parintii sunt someri;

- familii asociale;

- familii cu adictii [19, p.245].

Asistentul social trebuie sa fie capabil
sa identifice anumiti indicatori care pot sem-
naliza un risc potential atunci cand o mama
se gandeste sa-si abandoneze copilul. Acesti
indicatori sunt semne care pot sugera faptul
ca mama ar putea fi in dificultate si ar putea
lua o decizie de abandon, iar identificarea lor
timpurie poate ajuta la interventia rapida si la
prevenirea unei astfel de situatii. Printre acesti
indicatori se numara:

- Identitatea femeii gravide - in anu-
mite cazuri, statutul mamei, cum ar fi varsta
sau istoricul sdu social, lucruri ce pot indica
vulnerabilitdti suplimentare;

- Mamele solitare - femeile care sunt
mame singure, fara un partener stabil sau fara
sprijinul familiei, pot fi mai vulnerabile la crize
emotionale si financiare, ceea ce poate duce la
dorinta de a renunta la copil;

- Mamele confuze - unele femei pot ma-
nifesta o stare de confuzie sau incertitudine in
privinta maternitatii lor, mai ales in cazul unor
sarcini neplanificate sau neacceptate. Aceste
mame pot simti cd nu sunt pregatite sa devina
mame, experimentand o criza de identitate sau
de orientare, ceea ce poate duce la o decizie im-
pulsiva de abandon;

- Declaratia de refuz in raport cu copilul
- cand o mama, din diverse motive, exprima ex-
plicit dorinta de a renunta la copilul ei, acest lu-

have disabilities;

— Reconstituted families;

- Migrant families;

- Families with unemployed parents;

- Antisocial families;

— Families with addictions [19, p.245].

The social worker must be able to identi-
fy certain indicators that may signal a potential
risk when a mother is considering abandoning
her child. These indicators are signs suggesting
the mother might be in distress and consid-
ering abandonment, and early identification
can help prompt intervention and prevention.
These indicators include:

- The pregnant woman'’s identity - in
some cases, the mother’s status, such as age or
social history, may indicate additional vulner-
abilities;

- Lone mothers - women who are sin-
gle mothers, without a stable partner or family
support, may be more vulnerable to emotional
and financial crises, potentially leading to the
desire to abandon the child;

- Confused mothers - some women may
show confusion or uncertainty about their
motherhood, especially in cases of unplanned or
unwanted pregnancies. These mothers may feel
unprepared for motherhood and may experi-
ence an identity or orientation crisis, which can
lead to an impulsive abandonment decision;

- Explicit rejection of the child - when a
mother explicitly expresses the desire to give
up her child for various reasons, this is a clear
signal of possible abandonment intent. In such
cases, it is essential for the social worker to in-
tervene promptly, explore the reasons behind
this decision, and offer emotional support,
counseling, and solutions to help the mother
overcome her crisis;History of abandonment
- women with previous experiences of aban-
donment, whether in their own childhood or
through abandoning a child before, are more
likely to repeat this behavior. Past experiences,
such as being abandoned by their own parents
or previous separation from a child, can leave
deep psychological scars and lead them to per-
ceive abandonment as a viable solution in the
face of unforeseen difficulties.

Therefore, having an important role
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cru fiind un semnal clar al unei posibile intentii
de abandon. In astfel de cazuri, este esential
ca asistentul social sa intervine prompt, sa ex-
ploreze motivele din spatele acestei decizii si
sa ofere sprijin emotional, consiliere si solutii
pentru a ajuta mama sa Isi depdseasca criza;

- Antecedentele de abandon - femeile
care au avut antecedente de abandon, fie 1n
propria lor copilarie, fie prin abandonul anteri-
or al unui copil, sunt mai susceptibile sa repete
acest comportament. Experientele din trecut,
cum ar fi abandonul de catre propriul parinte
sau separarea anterioara de un copil, pot lasa
urme adanci in psihicul femeii si o pot face sa
perceapa abandonul ca pe o solutie viabild in
fata unor dificultati neprevazute.

Prin urmare, avand un rol important in
prevenirea unui potential abandon, asistentii
sociali se pot implica In aceasta activitate in
mai multe etape: perioada de pdnd la sarcind;
perioada sarcinii; imediat dupd nastere; in pri-
mele luni dupd nastere.

Perioada de dinaintea sarcinii este im-
portanta pentru prevenirea sarcinilor nedori-
te, iar actiunile din aceastd etapa pot aduce cele
mai bune rezultate. Asistentii sociali pot pre-
veni conceperea unui copil nedorit prin infor-
marea si educarea familiilor si persoanelor din
grupuri de risc despre metodele de protectie si
planificare familiala.

Perioada sarcinii si nasterea reprezinta
momente esentiale de prevenire a abandonu-
lui, deoarece in aceastd etapa femeile care sunt
expuse riscului de abandon sunt adesea nesi-
gure in legdtura cu decizia lor finala. Femeile
gravide se pot simti coplesite si anxioase in fata
nasterii, iar teama si incertitudinea le pot de-
termina si se gandeasci la abandon. In acest
context, este crucial ca ele sa aiba sprijinul
unor persoane de Incredere, carora sa le poata
fmpartasi temerile si care sa le ofere sfaturi si
orientare.

In timpul sarcinii si al spitalizarii, preve-
nirea abandonului depinde in mare masura de
implicarea activa a unor profesionisti precum
medicii de familie, asistentii sociali, psihologii
si specialistii In protectia copilului [11, p.126].
Acesta este momentul in care femeile si fa-
miliile nu au luat inca o decizie definitiva, iar
interventiile timpurii si sprijinul constant din
partea acestor specialisti pot face diferenta.

in preventing potential abandonment, social
workers can engage in this activity at several
stages: pre-pregnancy; during pregnancy; im-
mediately after birth; and in the first months
after birth.

The pre-pregnancy period is important
for preventing unwanted pregnancies, and ac-
tions taken during this stage can yield the best
results. Social workers can help prevent the
conception of unwanted children by informing
and educating families and individuals from at-
risk groups about protection methods and fam-
ily planning.

The pregnancy and birth period represent
critical moments in preventing abandonment,
as women at risk of abandonment often feel
uncertain about their final decision during this
stage. Pregnant women may feel overwhelmed
and anxious about childbirth, and fear and un-
certainty can lead them to consider abandon-
ment. In this context, it is crucial that they have
the support of trusted individuals to whom
they can share their fears and who can provide
advice and guidance.

During pregnancy and hospitalization,
the prevention of abandonment largely de-
pends on the active involvement of profession-
als such as family doctors, social workers, psy-
chologists, and child protection specialists [11,
p.126]. This is the time when women and fam-
ilies have not yet made a definitive decision,
and early interventions along with constant
support from these specialists can make all the
difference.

The postnatal period is extremely del-
icate because even when a mother at risk of
abandonment leaves the maternity hospital
with her child, there remains a significant risk
that she may decide to abandon the child later.
The first months of a child’s life are the most
challenging, especially for mothers from un-
stable backgrounds or difficult families where
emotional and material support is often insuf-
ficient. During this time, it is essential that the
mother does not feel isolated or marginalized
by society but instead receives the necessary
support to cope with her new responsibilities.

Thus, the social worker plays a crucial
role in continuous case monitoring, being re-

209



Scientific Annals of the Academy "Stefan cel Mare' ¢

Sf MIA

of the Republic of Moldova

Anale Stiintifice ale Academiei ,Stefan cel Mare" a MAI al Republicii MoLdova)

Perioada de dupd nastere este una extrem
de delicata, deoarece chiar si atunci cind mama
cu risc de abandon pleaca din maternitate im-
preuna cu copilul, exista inca un risc semnifica-
tiv ca ea sd ia decizia de a-l abandona. Primele
luni de viata ale copilului sunt cele mai dificile,
mai ales pentru mamele care provin din me-
dii instabile sau familii dificile, unde sprijinul
emotional si material este adesea insuficient. In
aceasta perioadad, este extrem de important ca
mama sa nu se simta izolata sau marginalizata
de societate, ci sa beneficieze de sustinerea ne-
cesara pentru a face fata noii responsabilitati.

Astfel, asistentul social joacd un rol
esential in monitorizarea continua a cazului,
avand responsabilitatea de a observa daca
mama sau familia se confruntd cu dificultati
care ar putea avea drept consecintd abando-
nul copilului. Daca se identifica semne de criz3,
asistentul social va interveni prompt pentru a
preveni separarea copilului de mama3, asigu-
randu-se ca aceasta primeste sprijinul necesar
pentru a depasi dificultatile si a padstra unita-
tea familiala. Ajutorul poate include oferirea de
resurse suplimentare, consiliere psihologic3,
asistenta financiara sau conectarea mamei la
retele de sprijin comunitar.

Rolul familiei in prevenirea comporta-
mentului delincvent al copilului

Cand o persoana, in special in perioada
copilariei sau adolescentei, se abate de la nor-
mele, valorile si comportamentele considerate
acceptabile de catre societate, aceasta ajunge
sa fie perceputa ca avand o conduita devian-
ta, indezirabila. Orice forma de comportament
care contravine regulilor sociale - fie ca este
vorba despre acte de nonconformism, izolare,
comportament antisocial, fie fapte de natura
penala - este clasificata ca devianta, indiferent
de factorii care au generat-o. De cele mai multe
ori, societatea sanctioneaza aceste manifestari,
insa fara a analiza In profunzime cauzele care
le-au determinat, ignorand contextul familial,
social si educational din care provin acesti in-
divizi [16, p.44].

Comportamentele deviante nu apar din
intamplare, ci sunt adesea rezultatul unei acu-
mulari de factori care influenteaza negativ dez-
voltarea personala. Printre cele mai frecvente
cauze se numadra lipsa unei educatii corecte si

sponsible for observing whether the mother
or family is facing difficulties that could lead to
child abandonment. If signs of crisis are identi-
fied, the social worker will intervene promptly
to prevent the separation of the child from the
mother, ensuring that she receives the neces-
sary support to overcome difficulties and main-
tain family unity. This support may include
providing additional resources, psychological
counseling, financial assistance, or connecting
the mother to community support networks.

The role of the family in preventing de-
linquent behavior in children

When a person, especially during child-
hood or adolescence, deviates from the norms,
values, and behaviors considered acceptable
by society, they come to be perceived as exhib-
iting deviant or undesirable conduct. Any form
of behavior that violates social rules—whether
it involves acts of nonconformity, isolation, an-
tisocial behavior, or even criminal offenses—is
classified as deviance, regardless of the factors
that caused it. Most often, society punishes
these behaviors without deeply analyzing the
underlying causes, ignoring the familial, social,
and educational context from which these indi-
viduals come [16, p.44].

Deviant behaviors do not appear by
chance; they are often the result of an accumu-
lation of negative factors that adversely affect
personal development. Among the most fre-
quent causes are lack of proper and balanced
education, absence of emotional and moral
support from the family, instability of the living
environment, as well as social disorganization,
which leaves children and adolescents without
clear guidance or positive role models. Such
conditions create a favorable setting for the de-
velopment of predelinquent behaviors—man-
ifestations which, although they may not yet
break the law, indicate a clear predisposition
to commit offenses.

In this regard, the importance of the fam-
ily becomes essential and cannot be neglected.
The family is the first environment where the
child learns what is right and wrong, where
moral values are built, and where the capaci-
ty to adapt to social norms is developed. When

210



<$tiin1;e Juridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 21/ 2025, ISSN 1857-0976, E-ISSN 2953-6898 )

echilibrate, absenta sprijinului emotional si
moral din partea familiei, instabilitatea me-
diului de trai, precum si dezorganizarea soci-
ala, care lasa copiii si adolescentii fara repere
clare sau modele pozitive. Astfel de conditii
creeaza un cadru favorabil dezvoltarii unor
comportamente predelincvente - acele mani-
festdri care, desi poate nu incalca inca legea,
indica o predispozitie clara spre comiterea de
infractiuni.

In acest sens, importanta familiei devine
esentiala si nu poate fi neglijata. Familia repre-
zintd primul spatiu in care copilul Invata ce in-
seamna binele si rdul, In care se construiesc va-
lorile morale si In care se dezvoltd capacitatea
de a se adapta la normele sociale. Cand acest
mediu este instabil, abuziv sau absent, copilul
ramane fard sustinerea necesara pentru a face
fata presiunilor si tentatiilor exterioare, deve-
nind vulnerabil in fata unor influente negative.
Fara ghidaj parental, limite clare si sustinere
emotionald, copiii pot ajunge cu usurinta sa se
identifice cu grupuri deviante, adoptand com-
portamente antisociale care, in timp, pot evo-
lua spre delicventa si infractionalitate [7, p.24].

in acest context, familia apare ca element-
cheie In vederea prevenirii comportamentului
delincvent. Ea este prima forma de organiza-
re sociala cu care copilul intra in contact si de
unde isi extrage valorile, normele, regulile de
convietuire, dar si sentimentul de siguranta si
Incredere in sine. O familie stabila, afectuoasa,
responsabila si atenta la nevoile emotionale si
cognitive ale copilului va functiona ca un scut
impotriva deviantei, formand un individ capa-
bil sa reziste 1n fata diferitelor tentatii distruc-
tive si sd gestioneze presiuni sociale de tot felul.

Pe de alta parte, atunci cand familia este
absenta - fizic sau emotional -, copilul ramane
expus unor influente externe, in special celor
negative, pentru ca nevoia de apartenenta este
una fundamentala. Lipsa unei structuri familia-
le sanatoase face ca anturajul sa devina singura
sursa de validare si model comportamental. lar
daca acest anturaj este deviant, comportamen-
tul copilului va reflecta exact acel model, in lip-
sa unor filtre morale bine conturate.

De aici reiese cat de importanta este con-
struirea, sprijinirea si consolidarea rolului fa-
miliei Tn procesul educational si socializator.
O societate care nu investeste in familie - ca
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this environment is unstable, abusive, or ab-
sent, the child lacks the necessary support
to face external pressures and temptations,
becoming vulnerable to negative influences.
Without parental guidance, clear limits, and
emotional support, children can easily identi-
fy with deviant groups, adopting antisocial be-
haviors that can evolve into delinquency and
criminality over time [7, p.24].

In this context, the family appears as a
key element in preventing delinquent behav-
ior. It is the first social organization the child
comes into contact with and from which they
derive values, norms, rules of coexistence, as
well as a sense of safety and self-confidence.
A stable, loving, responsible family attentive
to the child’s emotional and cognitive needs
functions as a shield against deviance, shaping
an individual capable of resisting destructive
temptations and managing social pressures.

On the other hand, when the family is ab-
sent—physically or emotionally—the child re-
mains exposed to external influences, especially
negative ones, because the need for belonging
is fundamental. The absence of a healthy family
structure makes the peer group the only source
of validation and behavioral model. If this peer
group is deviant, the child’s behavior will re-
flect that model, lacking well-developed moral
filters.

This highlights the importance of building,
supporting, and strengthening the role of the
family in the educational and socialization pro-
cess. A society that does not invest in the fam-
ily—as a formative, affective, and value-based
space—will pay a high price later in the form of
juvenile crime, marginalization, and failure to
integrate future adults into civic life [1, p.65].

Thus, juvenile delinquent behavior is, in
many cases, an indirect effect of family and so-
cial failure. Only by strengthening the family’s
role and supporting it in education and social-
ization can the necessary conditions be creat-
ed to prevent behavioral deviations and form
responsible, balanced, and socially integrated
adults.

From all the above, it becomes clear that
the family is the foundational pillar in prevent-
ing and combating juvenile delinquent behav-
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spatiu formativ, afectiv si valoric -, va plati cos-
turi ridicate mai tarziu, sub forma criminalitatii
juvenile, a marginalizarii si a esecului de a inte-
gra viitori adulti In viata civica [1, p.65].

Asadar, comportamentul delincvent al
copilului este, in multe cazuri, un efect indirect
al esecului familial si social. Doar prin conso-
lidarea rolului familiei, prin sprijinirea ei in
procesul de educatie si socializare, se pot crea
conditii necesare pentru prevenirea devieri-
lor comportamentale si pentru formarea unor
adulti responsabili, echilibrati si integrati in
societate.

in urma celor evidentiate anterior, devi-
ne clar faptul ca familia reprezinta pilonul de
baza pentru prevenirea si combaterea com-
portamentului delincvent al copilului, fiind
mediul primar de formare a personalitatii, al
interiorizarii normelor sociale si al dezvoltarii
emotionale armonioase. Aceasta institutie fun-
damentala nu ofera doar protectie fizica si spri-
jin material, ci si joaca un rol profund in contu-
rarea constiintei morale si sociale a copilului.

In sanul familiei, copilul deprinde primele
notiuni despre ce este bine si ce este rdu, invata
sa relationeze cu ceilalti, sa comunice, sa res-
pecte reguli si sa isi gestioneze emotiile. Tot in
familie, el are nevoie de afectiune, de sustinere
si de validare - elemente esentiale pentru echili-
brul psihologic si formarea unei identitati solide.
Atunci cand familia este prezentd, implicata si
stabild, copilul are o busola morala interna care
il ajuta sa navigheze in fata tentatiilor sociale si a
presiunilor negative din exterior.

Pe de alta parte, atunci cand fami-
lia este disfunctionala - afectata de violents,
abuz, neglijentd, alcoolism, saracie extrema
sau migratie parentald -, copilul nu doar ca nu
primeste sprijinul necesar, dar este adesea expus
unor traume care il destabilizeazi emotional. In
astfel de contexte, riscul de deviere comporta-
mentala creste semnificativ [12, p.351].

in acest sens, copiii care sufera de aban-
don emotional sau fizic se afla intr-o situatie
vulnerabild, in care nevoia de apartenenta si
acceptare devine extrem de importanta. In lip-
sa unui sprijin familial stabil, acestia pot cauta
refugiu in grupuri sau medii care promovea-
za valori contrare normelor sociale, cum ar fi
nonconformismul, dispretul fata de autoritate
sau chiar comportamente ilegale. In aceste con-

ior, being the primary environment for person-
ality formation, internalization of social norms,
and harmonious emotional development. This
fundamental institution provides not only
physical protection and material support but
also plays a profound role in shaping the child’s
moral and social conscience.

Within the family, the child learns the
first notions of right and wrong, how to relate
to others, communicate, respect rules, and
manage emotions. The family is also where the
child needs affection, support, and validation—
essential elements for psychological balance
and the formation of a solid identity. When the
family is present, involved, and stable, the child
has an internal moral compass that helps nav-
igate social temptations and external negative
pressures.

Conversely, when the family is dysfunc-
tional—affected by violence, abuse, neglect,
alcoholism, extreme poverty, or parental mi-
gration—the child not only lacks necessary
support but is often exposed to traumas that
destabilize them emotionally. In such contexts,
the risk of behavioral deviation significantly in-
creases [12, p.351].

Children suffering from emotional or
physical abandonment find themselves in a
vulnerable situation, where the need for be-
longing and acceptance becomes critical. With-
out stable family support, they may seek refuge
in groups or environments that promote val-
ues contrary to social norms, such as noncon-
formity, disrespect for authority, or even illegal
behaviors. In these cases, group influence can
become decisive in identity formation, and the
desire for acceptance may push them to adopt
behaviors that would otherwise be rejected by
most around them.

Therefore, the family has a dual function
in preventing juvenile delinquency: one of for-
mation and education, and another of protec-
tion and support. It can correct early deviant
behaviors, provide the child with emotional
resources to cope with life’s difficulties, and
intervene timely to redirect risky trajectories.
Moreover, parents and the entire family play
a crucial role in supervising the child, shaping
attitudes, and transmitting healthy values such

212



<$tiin1;e Juridice// Legal Sciences, nr. 21/ 2025, ISSN 1857-0976, E-ISSN 2953-6898 )

texte, influenta grupului poate deveni un fac-
tor decisiv pentru formarea identitatii lor, iar
dorinta de a fi acceptati i poate determina sa
adopte comportamente care altfel ar fi respinse
de majoritatea celor din jur.

Familia, prin urmare, are o functie dubla
la prevenirea delincventei juvenile: una de for-
mare si educare, si alta de protectie si sprijin.
Ea poate corecta comportamentele deviante
incipiente ofera copilului resursele emotionale
pentru a face fata dificultatilor vietii, interve-
nind la timp pentru a redirectiona traiectorii
riscante. In plus, parintii si familia joacd un rol
crucial in supravegherea copilului, modelarea
atitudinilor si transmiterea unor valori sana-
toase, precum respectul, empatia, responsabi-
litatea si disciplina.

In concluzie, nu poate exista o strategie
eficienta de prevenire a comportamentului de-
lincvent fara implicarea activa a familiei. Statul
si institutiile specializate trebuie sa sprijine fa-
miliile vulnerabile, sa investeasca in educatia
parentala si sa consolideze reteaua de suport
comunitar, tocmai pentru a intari aceasta celu-
13 esentiald a societatii [17, p.55]. Doar astfel se
poate crea un mediu sigur, predictibil si afectiv
in care copilul sa creasca echilibrat, capabil sa
devind un adult integrat si responsabil. Fami-
lia, in esenta sa, nu este doar locul unde copilul
este ndscut, ci si spatiul in care invata sa traias-
ca in armonie cu sine si cu ceilalti.

Prin urmare, rolul familiei in prevenirea
delincventei juvenile este unul fundamental si
de nelnlocuit, intrucat reprezinta primul ca-
dru social in care copilul isi formeaza valorile,
comportamentele si identitatea personala. O
familie echilibrata, afectuoasa si responsabi-
1a ofera nu doar protectie fizica, ci si sprijin
emotional, ghidaj moral si modele de conduita
sanatoase, contribuind astfel decisiv la dezvol-
tarea armonioasa a copilului. In contrast, lipsa
implicarii parentale, dezorganizarea familiala
sau absenta unei relatii afective autentice pot
favoriza aparitia comportamentelor deviante,
alimentand riscul ca minorul sa fie atras de me-
dii infractionale sau de grupuri antisociale.

Prevenirea delincventei juvenile trebu-
ie sa Inceapa In familie, iar sprijinirea acesteia
din partea comunitatii si a institutiilor statului
devine o prioritate sociald. Educatia parenta-
13, interventia timpurie, serviciile de asistenta

as respect, empathy, responsibility, and disci-
pline.

In conclusion, there can be no effective
strategy to prevent delinquent behavior with-
out active family involvement. The state and
specialized institutions must support vulnera-
ble families, invest in parental education, and
strengthen the community support network
to reinforce this essential unit of society [17,
p.55]. Only thus can a safe, predictable, and af-
fective environment be created where the child
can grow balanced and become an integrated
and responsible adult. The family, in essence,
is not just the place where the child is born but
also the space where they learn to live in har-
mony with themselves and others.

Therefore, the family’s role in preventing
juvenile delinquency is fundamental and irre-
placeable, as the family represents the first so-
cial framework in which the child forms values,
behaviors, and personal identity. A balanced,
affectionate, and responsible family offers not
only physical protection but also emotional
support, moral guidance, and healthy behav-
ioral models, decisively contributing to the
child’s harmonious development. In contrast,
lack of parental involvement, family disorgan-
ization, or absence of an authentic affective
relationship can foster deviant behaviors, in-
creasing the risk of the minor being drawn into
criminal environments or antisocial groups.

Preventing juvenile delinquency must
begin within the family, and supporting fami-
lies through community and state institutions
becomes a social priority. Parental education,
early intervention, social assistance services,
and child protection policies are essential tools
and mechanisms in consolidating the family’s
role as a pillar of stability, formation, and pre-
vention.

Thus, a society that invests in supporting
and educating families directly contributes to
reducing the risk of juvenile delinquency and
forming a healthy, responsible, and well-inte-
grated generation.

CONCLUSION

Preventing the institutionalization of
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sociala si politicile de protectie a copilului sunt
instrumente si/ sau mecanisme esentiale in ve-
derea consolidarii rolului familiei ca pilon de
stabilitate, formare si preventie. Asadar, o soci-
etate care investeste In sustinerea si educarea
familiilor contribuie, in mod direct, la reduce-
rea riscului de delincventa juvenila si la forma-
rea unei generatii sanatoase, responsabile si
bine integrate.

CONCLUZII

Prevenirea fenomenului de institutionali-
zare a copiilor este o provocare majora ce nece-
sitd o abordare multidimensionala. Intr-adevar,
prevenirea acestui fenomen ar trebui sa se axe-
ze pe identificarea si interventia asupra cauzelor
fundamentale care conduc la institutionalizarea
copiilor. Prin urmare, este esential sa se adop-
te o serie de masuri si strategii care nu doar sa
sprijine copiii aflati in dificultate, dar si sa con-
solideze familia si comunitatea, astfel incat sa se
creeze un mediu sanatos si stabil pentru dezvol-
tarea copilului.

Printre masurile propuse, restructurarea
modelului actual de institutionalizare este pri-
mordiald, avand in vedere ca institutiile de tip
rezidential nu ofera intotdeauna cadrul optim
pentru dezvoltarea armonioasa a copilului. Un
model mai adaptat ar putea include integrarea
copiilor intr-un mediu familial sau comunitar,
unde acestia pot beneficia de o educatie mai per-
sonalizata si de sprijinul direct al celor din jur.

De asemenea, formarea si dezvoltarea
continud a personalului care lucreaza cu co-
piii aflati in dificultate este esentiala. Acesti
profesionisti trebuie sa dispuna de cunostintele
si abilitatile necesare pentru a raspunde nevo-
ilor psihosociale si educationale ale copiilor,
asigurandu-le nu doar supravietuirea, dar si
dezvoltarea sandtoasa. Implicarea autoritatilor
locale in crearea unor servicii alternative de
ingrijire si educatie este de asemenea o solutie
viabila. Prin dezvoltarea unor servicii comu-
nitare, cum ar fi centrele de zi sau asistenta
familiala, copiii pot ramane in mediul lor fa-
miliar, avand totodata acces la educatie si spri-
jin profesional si evitand efectele negative ale
institutionalizarii.

Schimbarea atitudinii si mentalitatii socie-
tatii fata de copiii aflati In dificultate este un pas

children is a major challenge that requires a
multidimensional approach. Indeed, the pre-
vention of this phenomenon should focus on
identifying and addressing the root causes
that lead to the institutionalization of children.
Therefore, it is essential to adopt a series of
measures and strategies that not only support
children in difficulty but also strengthen the
family and community, thus creating a healthy
and stable environment for the child’s develop-
ment.

Among the proposed measures, restruc-
turing the current model of institutionalization
is paramount, given that residential institutions
do not always provide the optimal framework
for the harmonious development of the child. A
more adapted model could include integrating
children into a family or community environ-
ment where they can benefit from more per-
sonalized education and direct support from
those around them.

Moreover, the continuous training and
professional development of staff working
with children in difficulty is essential. These
professionals must have the necessary knowl-
edge and skills to meet the psychosocial and
educational needs of children, ensuring not
only their survival but also their healthy de-
velopment. The involvement of local authori-
ties in creating alternative care and education
services is also a viable solution. Through the
development of community services such as
day centers or family assistance, children can
remain in their familiar environment while
having access to education and professional
support, thus avoiding the negative effects of
institutionalization.

Changing society’s attitude and mental-
ity towards children in difficulty is an impor-
tant step in combating their stigmatization and
marginalization. A society that understands
and supports children in difficulty is better
able to integrate them and ensure a balanced
and respectful life. The implementation of so-
cial protection measures for the family is a ne-
cessity, as supporting the family can prevent
risk situations that lead to the separation of
children from their parents. Assistance pro-
grams for families, including psychological, fi-
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important pentru combaterea stigmatizarii si
marginalizarii acestora. O societate care Intelege
si sustine copiii aflati In dificultate este mai ca-
pabild sa {i integreze si sa le asigure o viata echi-
librata si respectuoasa. Implementarea unor
masuri de protectie sociald a familiei este o ne-
cesitate, deoarece sprijinirea acesteia poate pre-
veni situatiile de risc care duc la separarea copi-
ilor de parinti. Programele de asistenta pentru
familii, care includ suport psihologic, financiar si
educativ, sunt esentiale pentru mentinerea unui
mediu stabil si protejat.

In plus, dezvoltarea unei asistente medi-
cale si psihopedagogice adecvate pentru copiii
aflati In dificultate va contribui semnificativ la
prevenirea institutionalizarii acestora. Aborda-
rea holistica a nevoilor lor de sanatate fizica si
emotionald va crea premisele unei dezvoltari
echilibrate si integrate.

Astfel, prevenirea institutionalizarii nu
trebuie privita doar ca o problema a protectiei
copilului, ci si ca o oportunitate de a construi un
sistem de sprijin complet pentru copii si familii,
in care fiecare individ sa poata beneficia de resur-
sele necesare pentru o viatd mai buna. Prin urma-
re, la etapa actuald se impune interventia tuturor
factorilor responsabili de Ingrijirea si educarea
copiilor aflati In dificultate, in scopul perfecti-
ondrii cadrului legislativ, juridic si de protectie
sociala, reevaludrii modului de organizare si de
functionare a sistemului institutional, crearii si
dezvoltdrii serviciilor de alternativa. Pornind de
la multitudinea factorilor ce conditioneaza insti-
tutionalizarea, prevenirea acestui fenomen ar fi
eficienta prin interventia activa asupra cauzelor
institutionalizarii. Astfel, se propune:

- restructurarea modelului actual de in-
stitutionalizare a copilului;

- elaborarea unor programe pentru for-
marea si dezvoltarea profesionald a personalu-
lui implicat in educarea, recuperarea si integra-
rea copiilor aflati in dificultate;

- implicarea autoritatilor locale 1n crea-
rea de servicii alternative de Ingrijire, educatie
si recuperare a copiilor aflati in dificultate;

- schimbarea atitudinii si mentalitatii so-
cietatii cu privire la copiii aflati In dificultate;

- implementarea unor masuri de protec-
tie sociala a familiei;

- dezvoltarea asistentei medicale si psi-
hopedagogice a copiilor aflati in dificultate.

nancial, and educational support, are essential
for maintaining a stable and protected environ-
ment for children.

Additionally, the development of ade-
quate medical and psycho-pedagogical assis-
tance for children in difficulty will significantly
contribute to preventing their institutionaliza-
tion. A holistic approach to their physical and
emotional health needs will create the premis-
es for balanced and integrated development.

Thus, the prevention of institutionaliza-
tion should not be viewed solely as a child pro-
tection issue but also as an opportunity to build
a comprehensive support system for children
and families, where each individual can benefit
from the necessary resources for a better life.

Therefore, at the current stage, it is im-
perative to involve all responsible actors in
the care and education of children in difficulty,
with the aim of improving the legislative, legal,
and social protection framework, reassessing
the organization and functioning of the insti-
tutional system, and creating and developing
alternative services. Considering the multitude
of factors that condition institutionalization,
preventing this phenomenon would be effec-
tive through active intervention on the causes
of institutionalization. Thus, it is proposed to:

- Restructure the current model of child
institutionalization;

- Develop programs for the training and
professional development of personnel in-
volved in the education, rehabilitation, and in-
tegration of children in difficulty;

- Involve local authorities in creating
alternative care, education, and rehabilitation
services for children in difficulty;

- Change society’s attitude and mentality
towards children in difficulty;

- Implement social protection measures
for families;

- Develop medical and psycho-pedagogi-
cal assistance for children in difficulty.
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